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Term 5 Week 1 - living large
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Editor’s note

Hello, everybody. 

I hope you liked the first edition of the students’ newsletter: I had so much fun writing it. 

The second edition has been hard to write, but I hope that you enjoy reading it, too. 

This edition includes
•  Recipes
•  Science experiments 
• Teacher interviews
• Thriver thoughts and feelings… and more! 

We are looking once more for anyone willing to contribute ideas, join the team, come to the weekly 
newsletter meeting in the Train of Open Thought, or help with the illustrations\photographs. 
We are looking for a camera person to help with the photographs. Come along to the meeting, if you 
would like to apply. There will be a box on the desk of the office for contributions and ideas for the 
newsletter.     

Thanks for reading
Love the Toot Team

Welcome to our 
- SECOND EDITION -

TOOT!
our LivingSchool kids’ news

10 September 2020

Editor: Opi Chetcuti

We are thrilled to showcase our 2nd edition 
of Living School’s students’’ news, and 
the editorial debut of Opi.
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Our Beautiful New Bhavni - Administration Manager
Hello, I would like to introduce myself as I have just begun as the new 
school Administration Manager at Living School. My role is to help 
facilitate and organise the smooth running of the school, ensuring 
all supports are in place for a happy and safe learning environment. 
I will be working closely with John, our wonderful Conductor, all 
the amazing students, staff and families to help contribute to this 
remarkable school.

I have a rich and long history and experience working in education, 
from progressive learning environments like Living School to my latest 
role as Teaching Principal at Biala Special School in Ballina. I worked at 
Biala for 15 years and I am passionate about special education and equal 
education for all.

I will be on the front desk every day and would love you to come say hello and introduce yourself and 
your family. I am here to help, listen, collaborate and ensure our school is thriving.

With much appreciation, Bhavni

Managing our Screen Time
Living School holds true to the belief we want face-to-face rather than interface via screen time.  Our youth 
are inundated with social media and immediate access to opinions, memes and a global world.  That can be 
incredibly empowering.  It can also be incredibly troubling.  For example, last week we had a situation where 
all the community was informed of social media content being accessed without ownership - and what was 
being ‘seen’ was totally inappropriate and traumatic.

It is from this position of care, Living School will mobilise its procedures to limit the access to mobile 
phones at school.  For your information, we did discuss this with our Stage 4 students previously.  They took 
ownership and agreed to keep phones in their bags and only access them at break times.  Unfortunately, this 
was not maintained.  We had children sharing screens at break times and there was an erosion of trust.  I 
understand because our ‘smart’ phones have been designed to be addictive.

But... we are taking responsibility - and we need our community to support this action.  In our discussions, 
we have found students saying they need their phone because parents are messaging them.

As of tomorrow the following will happen:
• All students with mobile phones brought into school will hand over their devices to the Office on entry to 

the school.
• Phones will be turned off.
• The office will safely place each phone in a felt holding slip, with a number.
• Parents can email or call (5632 1218) the Office to have messages relayed to the children.
• If during the day a student needs to use their phone, it will be able to be accessed via the Office.  Any calls 

or texts must be made on the bench beside the Office.
• If a student needs a phone for learning, the teacher will provide them with a pass-out to access their 

phone.  They will present this to the Office and will return the phone at the end of the learning activity.  
The teacher will take responsibility.

• Phones can be collected from the Office at the end of each day.
• We will review these procedures with the students at the end of the term and where needed modifications 

can be made.



Page  4 Living School acknowledges we are all learning and growing together on Widjabul/Wyabal country of the Bundjalung Nation, and pays 
respect to Elders past, present and future.

Thriver has been a fun and creative experience 
for me personally, I think that thriver is a great 
opportunity for all ages to connect and get to 
know each other. 

Sometimes I wish that I could do more building 
and have an opportunity to help contribute to 
our base at Jilga, but overall I think it’s really fun 
and creative.

This is what they said:

“Ah well I like thriver and the whole set up 
about it.  I’d like to be with my friends more 
because I’m in a group and I’m not with Griffin 
or Jamie, but the whole set up is really good and 
I think it’s a really good learning experience.” – 
Finn 13yrs

“Ah good! I like it, it’s fun.” – Candice 14 yrs

“Um... exciting and happy. I think that’s it!” – 
Pearl 7yrs

“Well I think it’s really fun because you get 
taught how to learn new skills, like make new 
things.” – Finn 10yrs

“It’s really fun and it’s a good chance to get 
out and be with nature and not just be stuck 
in a classroom, and also just make connections 
with people you wouldn’t normally make 
connections with.” – Jyoti 13yrs

“Well it’s quite fun but I mean it could be 
definitely more organised. I think we do need 
more stuff with it before it can be really well 
organised.” – Louie 9yrs

Thriver Thoughts and Feelings
I was interested to see how other people thought and felt about thriver, so I went around and asked some 
of you, “what are your thoughts and feelings about thriver”? 



Page  5Living School acknowledges we are all learning and growing together on Widjabul/Wyabal country of the Bundjalung Nation, and pays 
respect to Elders past, present and future.



Page  6 Living School acknowledges we are all learning and growing together on Widjabul/Wyabal country of the Bundjalung Nation, and pays 
respect to Elders past, present and future.

Ant

Opi:” do you like being a teacher?”
Ant: “I love being a teacher and spending every day with the 
future.”

Opi: “Do you like physical activity?”
Ant: “I do love sport.  I also love exploring .”

Opi: “What do you love to do?”
Ant: “I love to read: I try to read a book every week.”

Opi: “Do you ever get tired of teaching?”
Ant: “It can be exhausting  but it can also be energising.”

Opi: “Do you want to be famous? If so what for?”
Ant: “I’ve never wanted to be famous: all I want in my life is to 
make a difference!”

Opi: “What’s your favourite food?”
Ant: “Vietnamese.”

Annie

Opi: “Do you like being a teacher?”
Annie: “I love it.”

Opi: “What’s your favourite food?”
Annie: “Chocolate.

Opi: “What kind of child were you?”
Annie:” I loved being outside. One day, I rode my bike around 
in the rain collecting frogs from the drain! I loved to climb 
trees.”

Opi: “What’s your hobby?”
Annie: “Swimming, watching Survivor, and spending time 
with my family.”

Opi: “Who inspires you the most?”
Annie: The staff at Living School.”

Opi: “What would you be if you weren’t a teacher?”
Annie: “If I was not a teacher, i would be a world traveller.”

Opi: What’s your favourite book?”
Annie: ”Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl.”

Interviews with a teacher...
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Recipes
Homemade Chocolate
Ingredients:
• ½ cup coconut oil
• 1/3 cup coconut cream
• 2 tablespoons of cacao powder
• 2 tablespoons maple syrup
• Optional raspberries, vanilla extract,  

coconut, nuts etc

Method:
1. Melt the coconut oil in a saucepan, over low heat. 
2. Add the coconut cream, maple syrup and vanilla if using it, to the oil and combine. 
3. Take off the heat and gently whisk in cacao powder, making sure there are no lumps.
4. Pour the chocolate into a mould or onto a baking tray, add any berries, nuts and allow to cool and 

set in your fridge.

Honey Bears

Ingredients:
• 60g butter
• 140g honey
• 1 teaspoon vanilla extract
• 170g plain flour
• 65g self raising flour 
• ½ teaspoon bi-carb soda

Method:
1. pre heat oven to 180 degrees.
2. In a saucepan, melt the butter honey and vanilla 

over a low heat.
3. Combine the dry ingredients in a mixing bowl and 

then gently add the butter mixture.
4. Fold the mixture together until it form a dough, 

then pop into the fridge in a container to chill for 
30minutes.

5. Roll the dough out and use a cookie cutter to cut shapes and pop onto a baking tray.
6. Bake for 7minutes or until golden brown. 
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Science Experiments
Hello! Do you like Science? Well this is the page for you! 

Report of last experiment: Colourful Magic or Science?

Today we are going to find out how our last experiment, “Colourful Magic or Science”, really works!

So here is the science behind the experiment: With the sun’s heat the water evaporates from the bowl, leaving 
the sugar and colours behind! Cool right? If you have not had a go, try it! Did you try the experiment? Did 
you have fun doing the experiment? I would love to hear your feedback, please put any feedback and ideas 
you have in the box on the front counter of the office. 

Experiment #2 Preserving Food
Preserving Food! 
Materials:
• 4 chunks of bread
• 4 jars with lids                                                            
• Vinegar
• Water
• Salt
Steps:
1. Place a piece of bread into each jar.
2. Add water to one jar so it just covers the bread.
3. Dissolve a few teaspoons of salt in some water. Add this to a jar, so it just covers the bread.
4. Add vinegar to the next jar, so it just covers the bread.
5. Leave the fourth piece of bread untouched.
6. Screw all lids on the jars and leave them for several days, checking in every day to see what happens. 
 
What is your hypothesis?  Report on what actually happened:

MS Readathon
Starts the 1/8/20 ends the 31/8/20

Ms Readathon Update

Sadly the MS Readathon has come to an end, I really enjoyed joining in and I couldn’t have done it 
without all the people who supported me. 
Thank you to everyone for your amazing donations and great kindness, you have helped so many 
families, thank you so much!
With everybody’s help I raised a total $372.40: $10 of that was from Living School students who took a 
guess at how much Lego was in the jar, I read 17 books and went on many adventures.
Unfortunately, the guess sheet has been misplaced and if the people who paid could please put their 
guesses in the box on the front desk we will announce who won the Lego session for the class soon.
Thank you
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