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SEMESTER ONE
TERM ONE – IDENTITY – 7 weeks
January 28 – March 13 (then one week holiday)
TERM TWO – NATURE – 6 weeks
March 23 – 1 May (then one week holiday)
TERM THREE – LIFE & LIVING – 7 weeks
11 May – 26 June (then two weeks holiday)
 
SEMESTER TWO
TERM FOUR – CIVILISATION – 7 weeks
13 July – 28 August (then one week holiday)
TERM FIVE – PHENOMENA – 6 weeks
7 September – 16 October (then one week holiday)
TERM SIX – SERVICE – 7 weeks
26 October – 11 December (then six weeks holiday)

TERM DATES for 2020

Newsletter 
Two - 9 February 2020

The Second Step Forward

63-67 CONWAY STREET, LISMORE

OUR OFFICE PHONE NUMBER IS: (02) 5632 1218

“Teachers should become apprentices of 
listening rather than masters of discourse”

-Fiumara 1990
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Welcome to our second newsletter.

We have made great progress over only our second week.
We have started using our Art space at the Regional Art Gallery.
We have specialist teachers now teaching Art, Music and Swimming - across all ages!
We have refined our routines.  We have had architects and gardener work with our students.
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Office times
As mentioned last week, we will be available to answer emails between 9:30am and 
3:00pm. Call the office anytime between 8:00am – 5:00pm on 5632 1218
John is contactable in case of emergency outside of these hours: 0431130015
Most of you have my mobile, but you can use John’s phone number as a last resort.
 

Canteen
Please understand the deadline for orders is at 4pm the day before you would like your 
lunches. Please write your child’s full name on the order, no abbreviations.  Jade will 
send you the Secret Chef’s bank details when you order and payments can be made on 
Fridays at the latest, after all lunches have been ordered for the week with your child’s 
name as a reference – please send remittance to feed@living.school
 

Sun and Water... and now rain!
Please remember to pack your child’s water bottle and hat - and raincoat!... or remind 
them to do so.
 

Term Dates
These are now available on our website homepage - Living.School

Head lice - little pests!
We have had parents advise us of head lice - please help us by checking your child’s 
hair to ensure we keep these little pests in check.

Casey Adams
Community Engagement

0474 572 932

Flood Plans: 
With all the wet weather this week, there is much speculation surrounding the 
possibility of a flood in Lismore. In line with our flood evacuation policy, if we receive a 
flood warning from the SES there will be plenty of time for us to notify all parents and 
for you to come and collect your children. If you have any concerns our phone number is 
5632 1218.  

If you live in a rural area that is subject to flooding or restricted access due to flooding 
please make sure you stay up to date with flood notices and collect your children 
BEFORE roads are closed.  The last exit in case of a major flood event, is straight up 
Conway St onto Wyrallah Road - which is the road on which we are situated.

Steph Hayes

MESSAGE FROM CASEY
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External Providers - Artisan Program
We are looking to initiate external offerings for before school.  These are 
arrangements that will be with a provider.  All providers will be vetted by the 
school, and their programs reviewed to ensure they meet our standards and 
expectations.  These are not a part of the ‘school’ day - and parents have the 
option to choose.  All providers MUST have a working with children check.

The Smile Kind yoga - with Bec Johnson
We are looking at offering yoga and considering our community’s interest.  

COMMENCING WEDNESDAY 26 FEBRUARY

Class time
45min classes, 8:15-9:00am on Wednesday and Thursday mornings. 

Pricing
$20 per child in which case I would need a minimum of 6 children 
$15 per child I would need a minimum of 8
$10 per child I would need a minimum of 12
$5 per child a minimum of 24 children.

Classes are capped at 25 children. 

Location
Upstairs of the main building near the Green Science space. 
An overview of class themes are outlined below:

IDENTITY-
1- Mandala
2- Highs & lows
3- Bodies
4- Emotions

5- Names
6- Balance
7- Smile

More information will be forthcoming, but if you are interested - please 
email Bec at thesmilekind@gmail.com 

Our new (old) bus!
We have now registered our new old bus.  This bus will 
accommodate more children on our morning bus run, so we 
will only have one bus picking up our students.  It is a bus that 
was previously owned by an independent school in Sydney.  The 
intention is to have this bus - in time to come - retro-fitted to be 
electric.  Our vision holds true - but we need to ensure we are 
strategic.

Ian Pettit will be our bus driver.  Ian is joining us to support me to 
have more time with my teachers and the administration startup of 
the school.  Being freed up in the mornings will ensure I am much 
more visible and supportive of our vision.

Ian is an amazing teacher, who is currently on long service leave 
from John Paul College in Canberra. He will be working with our 
Stage 4 students in project based learning and the concept frame.
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WEEK ONE
SEEDING
Planting ideas and 
interest

WEEK TWO
SPROUTING
Personal goals and 
focus engagement

WEEK THREE
GROWING
gaining 
understanding

WEEK FOUR
GROWING
gaining 
understanding

WEEK FIVE
GROWING
gaining 
understanding

WEEK SIX
HARVESTING
Revision and 
mastery



Page 6 Living School acknowledges we are all learning and growing together on Wijable/Wyable country of the Bundjalung Nation, and pays respect to Elders past, present and future.

Memory snapshotsMemory snapshots taken by Peter Derrett: peterderrettphotography.com taken by Peter Derrett: peterderrettphotography.com
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OUR VALUES:
RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, RELATIONSHIPS!
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Our first full week in the Kindergarten classroom has been fantastic. Our young 
minds are getting to know each other and slotting into daily routines.  We have already 
visited the Library, Heritage Park and the Art Gallery.

We are starting to learn sounds and we have been working on our counting.  The 
intention is to learn via play-based opportunities.  But we are focused on personally 
developing every child’s  literacy and numeracy understanding.  Research shows that 
the early years are very important.  

Reminders:
Library on a MONDAY – we will be making library bags but for now if you could send 
any library books and library card back each Monday in a cloth bag.  Also if you could 
return your library card note back to allow your child to borrow books for home.

Art is on a TUESDAY with our new Art specialist - Penny.  We have access to the 
Lismore Art Gallery’s workshop room.  It would be great if you could send in an old 
large t-shirt labelled with your child’s name for the kids to use as a paint shirt.  This 
can be kept at school.

Please do ensure your child comes to school every day with WATER BOTTLE - HATS - 
SHOES... and maybe kayak, if the rain keeps falling :)

KINDER - GARDEN
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Stage 1 have had a fantastic week continuing to build relationships 
and friendships with their peers. It has been beautiful to see so much 
kindness, empathy, and compassion towards each other as we transi-
tion into our brand new school environment. 

Literacy
We have been reading a range of narrative texts and exploring the 
individual characters, before delving deeper into their personal traits 
and their emotions throughout the story, and writing about these. 

As we have began to outline our our personal traits and qualities as 
part of our Identity theme, these character profiles have supported 
our exploration into personal similarities and differences. 

Library
Stage 1 have had 2 very successful trips to the Lismore Library and 
have begun borrowing their own personal books. We will be continu-
ing to visit the library every Monday. Students are required to bring 

their library book to school every Monday, along with their library card, to 
support this routine, consistency, and responsibility, while instilling their 
love of reading! 

There are still a few students who are yet to return their forms for an 
individual library card. It would be fantastic if these could be returned to 
school as soon as possible. 

Numeracy 
We have had a fun week of exploring the Place Value of 2 digit numbers 
and counting forwards and backwards from various starting points, 
which the students have been very engaged in, and are proud to demon-
strate their fantastic knowledge. 

Morning Routine
All Stage 1 students are settling into the routine of placing their lunchbox 
in the lunchtub and/or fridge, and their drink bottle in the drink bottle 
tub, first thing in the morning as they enter the learning space. Your sup-
port in this area (through conversations and gentle reminders at home) 
is greatly appreciated to promote the students’ independence and owner-
ship of their belongings. This also supports with ease of transition during 
eating times throughout the day. 

Heritage Park
Students thoroughly enjoyed their first adventure to Heritage Park last 
week! Their responsibility and enthusiasm has been fantastic to see as 
we explore our community and our Living School identity. 

Natural materials donations
We will continually be designing, creating, and exploring natural mate-
rials throughout the year here at Living School, and would greatly ap-
preciate any donations for these resources should you organically come 
across them. These could include, gumnuts, dried flowers/leaves, small 
sticks (for making dream catchers for example), and anything else you 
may stumble upon in our beautiful, natural world. 
We all thank you in advance for your support. Friendly reminders: 

STAGE ONE
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Reading every night: as students get back into the daily school 
routine, it is essential that students are reading, or being read 
to, every night. Any books that your child is interested in at 
this point of the term and year, is fantastic! We love reading in 
Stage 1! 

Art Smocks/T-shirts: we would appreciate it if all students 
could please bring in a labelled, old oversized t-shirt or art 
smock for our weekly art sessions. Thank you in advance.
Swimming every Wednesday; it has been great to see the stu-
dents embracing the swimming program and becoming inde-
pendent in looking after their belongings. 

Weekend recount on Mondays: for at least Term 1, Stage 1 
students are writing a recount about their weekend. Some con-
versation prompts during the conclusion of the weekend, can 
greatly support your child and set them up for enthusiasm and 
success on a Monday morning. 

Friday 1:00pm finish: In the early years, we recommended that 
students are picked up at our 1:00pm finishing time on Fridays, 
due to their level of tiredness, particularly in these early stages 
of the year. Alternatively, from 1:15pm, all Kindy and Stage 1 
(year 1&2) students will be attending Heritage Park for an af-
ternoon of ‘I Walk’ as part of our whole school offered program. 
Students will return to school by 3:15pm, and supervision is 
still provided until 5:00pm should you require. 

ART WITH PENNY - OUR ARTIST
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JABAY - food
The news on Living School's food offering is we are aiming to 
get a canteen called Jabay (Bundjalung for 'food') based on the 
schoolfoodproject.org.au model up and running for term two. 

The School Food Project offers a Fresh Food Canteen Kit to tailored to 
our school to provide:
• seasonal menus, recipes and snacks, which are easy to follow for 

batch cooking, individually portioned and costed
• consultation on connecting with local fresh food suppliers, 

sustainable packaging solutions
• setting up efficient Kitchen Systems Lunch Ordering processes
• Financial management, record keeping and sales tracking
• training

For this we need to:
• Finish our kitchen upgrade and get our coffee machine working
• Kick start our Parents As Partners program in order to gauge interest 

from parents as to how they would like to be involved. 
• We aim to also offer some of the canteen menu to our community 

including coffee, muffins and gelato as part of a community cafe

Up until now we have been providing vegemite and ham and cheese 
sandwiches to the kids to get them through the day. We have also been 
providing fruit in the afternoon. 

This week was our last week of providing sandwiches. We will soon be 
gauging whether you would like us to continue to provide fruit in the 
afternoons and charge a weekly fruit levy. 

This term we ask that your children bring their own lunch to school and 
have plenty to eat each day. 

We will, of course, make sure no child goes wanting and, with Farmer 

Charlies next door, there will always be options for access to healthy 
food. 

We really appreciate your patience as we get the food at Living School 
sorted. This is an area we want to get right as it is integral to The 
Living School philosophy. We also intend on using Jabay as a means of 
providing cooking classes and other educational opportunities. 

If you are interested in getting involved in our Jabay Canteen please 
we will be holding a meeting in the accountants building on Thursday 
February 13 after school drop off. For those who are interested in 
getting involved but cannot make this time, another meeting can be 
scheduled for the following week, in the afternoon, if necessary. 

All the best,
Steph and Sophie 
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Please do take the time to write us a ‘getting to know your child’ letter - they are SO 
fabulous and we are loving learning about your children.

There are still a few students who are yet to return their forms for an individual library 
card. It would be fantastic if these could be returned to school as soon as possible. 

As we’re learning through the theme of Identity this term, we’d love for you to spend 
time talking to your children about what makes up your identity/how you identify as a 
human. It’ll add to the rich discussions we’re having in class and complement their 
learning. 

STAGE TWO AND THREE
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STAGE TWO FOUR
This was our first ‘seeding’ week for our Identity term. We started with a writing task 
based on a statue, then we moved into reviewing descriptive writing and similes, 
reading The Happy Prince by Oscar Wilde, watching The Lost Thing by Shaun Tan to 
distinguish metaphors and imagination, and concluded with our own representations 
sitting on Robinson Lookout.

In Maths, we focused on time, tables and place value - while handing out a review of 
the computation concepts we will be covering this term.

In Science, we expanded on time - looking at the calendar in reference to the Moon 
and the Sol (our sun). We looked at states of matter, pressure and meteorology with an 
experiment on making a cloud in a bottle.

We lay down our focus on projects - and the big one for our students is to develop 
and plan for our new learning space warehouse. Our students are working with our 
architects and gardeners.

Mal took all our students down to the Powerhouse music shop, and is encouraging 
each to select an instrument to learn.

We also welcomed a new team member - Ian Pettit - to our staff as a teacher to assist 
with our programs and free me up to manage more of the initial statup phase.  Ian is a 
teacher from Canberra, and has a focus on career pathways.
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NEW SPACE COMING SOON!
We are truly a ‘living’ school - and I am grateful for everyone’s patience 
and tenacity, as we develop our new progressive school.  I know there 
is much still to come.

I am soon to settle on a new property that adjoins our school and takes 
us all the way back to McLennan Road.  This is an old warehouse - 
once used by a motor mechanic.  It is significant.  Our philosophy is to 
repurpose and to find beauty in what is already here.  Everything that 
is used has a narrative.  

This space is going to give us all the play space and adventure 
playground needed.

And... it will be designed by our older students.  This is their big 
project.  They have met with our gardener and architects (CaveUrban).  
Once we exchange, their project based learning will involve the 
development of this building.  Having gone through the process myself 
- it is going to provide incredible learning - and establish our students 
with an entrepreneurial spirit.

Donations and Support
I have driven this baby out of the imagination and into reality.  With 
support we can develop our child into a beautiful adolescent - or at 
least out of nappies.

If you have books, bookcase, cafe tables, pool table, board games - 
that you are able to donate, we would be most grateful.  We are not 
looking for lots and lots, but just things that can assist our growth.  
There is a building fund that is tax deductible - and this fund is solely 
for building developments for learning and teaching.
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KEEPS - learning spaces
We hope to have our new building through the public exhibition phase this week.  There 
was an error made by Council whereby the ‘change of use’ was not publicised.  This set 
us back but patience is a virtue.

We have been sanding the floorboards for the Stage 2 space.  And we have taken up the 
carpets for our Stage 1 space.  New carpet is being laid this week - all going to plan. I 
thank David and Jenny Keep for their support.

Kindergarten will then have their own space - where we parents met on Day One.  
That will free up our Tree Room to be play spaces while we await the warehouse 
development.

This building will provide our students with amazing spaces - and free up our Stage 3 
and Stage 4 students to utilise the main building’s learning spaces.
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Train of Thought - on track
We have now completed all of the metal grinding and cutting out of rust - big job!!

Now we have laid the bearers inside and we are this week adding the floor and panelling.  
The steel for platform 9 3/4 has been ordered - and so we are on track for this major 
addition to be ready by the beginning of next term, at the latest!

The Train of Thought will provide us with a science laboratory, a creative quiet learning 
space, and a sound recording/film editing suite.  Underneath is counter-levered so there 
will be young children’s play space.  We are moving to open up the garden as soon as we 
can, too.  That includes a basketball and handball space - as well as more gardens.
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LEARNING 
GROUP

ENGLISH MATHS SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY

GEOGRAPHY
HISTORY

CREATIVE ARTS PDHPE

KINDY

ANNIE

DRAMA
WRITING - DESCRIP-
TION
HANDWRITING
READING
SINGING - LYRICS
SIGHT WORDS
Letters - u, o, i, a,e, 
a/u +s
revision of aeiou

My NAME

FULL STOPS
CAPITAL LETTERS

NUMBER
ADDITION
SUBTRACTION
MULTIPLICATION
DIVISION
PATTERNS
LENGTH/AREA

LIVING WORLD

What do we notice 
about living things?

PEOPLE LIVE IN 
PLACES

What are places like?

PEOPLE, PLACES AND 
SPACES

HEALTH, WELLBEING 
AND RELATIONSHIPS

HEALTHY, SAFE AND 
ACTIVE

DANCE, MOVEMENT

SWIMMING

STAGE 
ONE

TORI

DRAMA
WRITING - NARRA-
TIVES
personal experience, 
object of interest
DESCRIPTION - Set-
tings
Characters
HANDWRITING
SIGHT WORDS
bl, cl, fl, gl, pl 
ew, aw, au
GRAMMAR

WHOLE NUMBERS
ADDITION
SUBTRACTION
MULTIPLICATION
DIVISION
PATTERNS
DATA
LENGTH
POSITION

LIVING WORLD

What are the exter-
nal features of living 
things?

How can we improve 
an environment to
encourage living things 
to thrive?

FEATURES OF PLACES

What are the features 
of, and activities in, 
places?

How can we care for 
places?

PEOPLE, PLACES AND 
SPACES

Drawing, painting, 
collage

HEALTH, WELLBEING 
AND RELATIONSHIPS
How does my 
uniquenes shape who 
I am?
HEALTHY, SAFE AND 
ACTIVE

MOVEMENT

DANCE - modern 

SWIMMING

So...
What is planned for the next SIX weeks?

Our curriculum is scoped out and we have our first six weeks already planned.  Of course, there will be tweaks, input, changes, reflection and 
refinements.  That’s a key message I want to convey: this is a LIVING school.  We are going to grow together.  There will be times when we hold 
fears: it’s normal.  I have many.  My biggest one is to give to our community all that I dream.  I have huge dreams as my brain is a bit like a popcorn 
machine.  But this newsletter wants to settle some of my own anxieties by revealing we are on a great learning journey together.
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LEARNING 
GROUP

ENGLISH MATHS SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY

GEOGRAPHY
HISTORY

CREATIVE ARTS PDHPE

STAGE 
TWO

ANT

DRAMA
LISTENING
personal experi-
ences, object of 
interest
WRITING - setting
expressive writing
Historical journals
READING
poetry
legends
scripts
Beowulf
VOCABULARY
suffixes, end con-
sonant blends
SPELLING
alphabetical order
suffixes
end consonant 
blends
DICTIONARY
THESAURUS
GRAMMAR
articles, nouns, 
pronouns, adjec-
tives
HISTORICAL 
JOURNALS

WHOLE NUMBERS
ADDITION
SUBTRACTION
PATTERNS
ALGEBRA
CHANCE
DATA
LENGTH
AREA
TIME

LIVING WORLD

How can we group 
living things?

What are the sim-
ilarities and dif-
ferences between 
life cycles of living 
things?

PLACES ARE SIMI-
LAR AND DIFFER-
ENT

How and why are 
places similar and 
different?

Australian conti-
nent

Australian neigh-
bours

Climate of places

NATURAL AND 
BUILT ENVIRON-
MENTS
drawing, painting, 
collage, sculpture

MUSIC
Playing an instru-
ment

Creatures of the 
sea

HEALTH, 
WELL-BEING AND 
RELATIONSHIPS

How does who I am 
influence others?

DANCE
MOVEMENT

SPORT
Ultimate Frisbee
Swimming
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LEARNING 
GROUP

ENGLISH MATHS SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY

GEOGRAPHY
HISTORY

CREATIVE ARTS PDHPE

STAGE 
THREE

KAREN

DRAMA
WRITING
descriptive writing
factual description
SCRIPT WRITING
LEARNING JOUR-
NALS
goal setting
cognito lens

READING
biography
short stories
library

JOURNALS
Ned Kelly’s letter

SPELLING
consonant blends, 
digraphs, base 
words + endings
short vowel rule
GRAMMAR
parts of speech
verbs, synonyms, 
literary devices, 
figures of speech

WHOLE NUMBERS
ADDITION 
SUBTRACTION
MULTIPLICATION
DIVISION
FRACTIONS
DECIMALS
CHANCE
DATA
LENGTH
AREA
ANGLES
2D SPACE

LIVING WORLD

How do physical 
conditions affect 
the survival of liv-
ing things?

How do the struc-
tural and be-
havioural features 
of living things 
support survival?

FACTORS THAT 
SHAPE PLACES 
AND ENVIRON-
MENTS

How do people 
and environments 
influence one an-
other?

How do people in-
fluence places and 
the management 
of spaces within 
them?

PRINT MAKING

drawing
painting
printmaking

UNDERWATER 
WORLD
drama, music, 
dance

IT’S BLACK AND 
WHITE
introduction to pia-
no keyboard skills

SPOTLIGHT ON 
SCRIPT WRITING

HEALTH, 
WELL-BEING and 
RELATIONSHIPS

How does my 
uniqueness change 
over time?

MOVEMENT AND 
PERFORMANCE
Frisbee
KingBall
Confidence games

SWIMMING
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LEARNING 
GROUP

ENGLISH MATHS SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY

GEOGRAPHY
HISTORY

CREATIVE ARTS PDHPE

STAGE 
FOUR
JOHN, 
MAL 
AND 
OTH-
ERS!

SPEAKING AND 
LISTENING
TED talks
Pechakucha

POETRY
Anthology of Judith 
Wright

VISUAL TEXTS
The Lost Thing

DIGITAL TEXTS
The Red Balloon

SHORT STORIES

READING SKILLS

DESCRIPTIVE 
NARRATIVES

LEARNING JOUR-
NALS

LIBRARY

COMPUTATION 
WITH INTEGERS

FRACTIONS
DECIMALS
PERCENTAGES

DATA COLLECTION 
AND REPRESEN-
TATION

LENGTH
AREA

TIME

FORCE FOR 
CHANGE
forces
atomic modelling
energy - electricity
energy - solar
energy - hydro
energy  - wind

ENGINEERED  
SYSTEMS 
Improving our 
learning spaces 
- form and func-
tion in the design 
process

INVESTIGATING 
NEANDERTHALS, 
DENSOVIANS, 
HOBBITS AND 
HOMOSAPIENS

overview
Rift Valley
Evolution
Tool making
Clash of species
Migration
Intermingling
Neanderthals, 
Densovians, Homo 
sapiens, hobbits
Families, clans, 
tribes, nations, 
needs.

WHAT IS VISUAL 
ART?

making artworks

HEALTH, 
WELL-BEING and 
RELATIONSHIPS

How do change, 
transition and 
environment shape 
my identity?

What skills and 
strategies can be 
used to manage 
change, challenges 
and seeking help?

SPORT


