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SEMESTER ONE
TERM ONE – IDENTITY – 7 weeks
January 28 – March 13 (then one week holiday)
TERM TWO – NATURE – 6 weeks
March 23 – 1 May (then one week holiday)
TERM THREE – LIFE & LIVING – 7 weeks
11 May – 26 June (then two weeks holiday)
 
SEMESTER TWO
TERM FOUR – CIVILISATION – 7 weeks
13 July – 28 August (then one week holiday)
TERM FIVE – PHENOMENA – 6 weeks
7 September – 16 October (then one week holiday)
TERM SIX – SERVICE – 7 weeks
26 October – 11 December (then six weeks holiday)

TERM DATES for 2020

Newsletter 
Six - 8 March 2020

Six - pick up sticks

63-67 CONWAY STREET, LISMORE

OUR OFFICE PHONE NUMBER IS: (02) 5632 1218

It’s amazing how lovely common things become,  
if one only knows how to look at them.

(Louisa May Alcott)
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Welcome to our sixth newsletter.

There is a feeling of achievement.
And, yet, a niggling worry - did we do enough?
Then - you receive the feedback, you hear of the Carnival 
and school spirit - our soul - our identity: we are awe-full.

My identity was nurtured by my free-range childhood. I loved my upbringing.  I still remember when this 
photo was taken. I remember reaching into the prawn packet (Mum would not buy me mullet gut). I am 
fishing on the old North Creek Bridge - it had been decommissioned but was still used as a great fishing 
place.  I was left to my own devices - my own space.  I would be picked up at a designated time - there 
was no phone, no SMS, no social media. Photos were special. This bridge is gone; my memories hold on.
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Office times
8:00am – 5:00pm on 5632 1218

INTERNAT’L WOMEN’S DAY - 8 MARCH: An equal world is 
an enabled world https://www.internationalwomensday.com/

Gabi - our front desk attendant
We warmly welcome Gabi, who has stepped in to support our 
administration, on days when she is not studying at SCU.

Attendance and absences - we must know
Living School is a registered and accredited school with NESA.  As such, there are requirements 
that must be followed. One of these is legal responsibility associated with attendance.  Parents 
are required to notify Living School on or before the day of a student’s absence. If the School is 
not notified, the parent/guardian will be contacted. Verbal notification of a student’s absence 
must be followed up in writing. The Education Act requires parents/guardians to provide the 
School with such notice within seven days of the absence. 

Where there is consistent absence - the school has the responsibility to issue a letter 
requesting an explanation.  Parents must inform the school and request any extended leave. 
You can notify the school by emailing absence@living.school

Arriving Late
Any student who comes to school after 9:30am must report to the office. This will allow any 
adjustments to the roll to be made and the sheet for the sign out book to be updated. When 
students report to the front office they will be issued with a late slip.  The late slip must be 
presented to the teacher on that learning group at that time.  If a student arrives at a learning 
group late without a late slip, they will be asked to return to the office to collect one.

Leaving Early - exeats
Parent/Care Giver must sign out with the Office, filling in an Exeat form.  No parent is permitted 
to collect a child without first signing an Exeat form.  The school office will inform the teacher 
of the learning group, and the child is presented to the Office, or the parent can collect from the 
learning activity after presenting the exeat form to the supervising teacher.

Any notes received by teachers from parents/care givers are forwarded to the Office. 
The School Secretary will file all absentee notes on the student’s file.  

MESSAGE FROM THE FRONT 

ILLNESS - please keep your child home
With a major focus on illness in the news this year (and 
it doesn’t look like it is going to abate any time soon), we 
would like to remind parents/carers to please, please keep 
your child home if they have a cold, a cough, or an illness 
that is going to cause them consternation at school.  

We understand commitments but we have had too many 
students turning up feeling off-colour and needing to be 
supported by our administration staff.  We do not wish to 
spread any illness - and at a time of heightened anxiety 
globally, staying focused on good practice is paramount.

If your child is ill during the day at Living School, you will be 
contacted.  We ask you to come to collect where possible.  
We do provide support - but your assistance alleviates 
pressure on us as we juggle our many responsibilities.
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SCHOOL PICNIC
Please come join us for a picnic on the last day of term at Heritage Park, near the 
river in Lismore. It’s time to come together as a community and celebrate the awe-
someness of our new school. 

Friday March 13 from 1.30 – 3pm. 

Aim is to walk the kids from school to the park to meet you at 1.30pm.  Bring your 
picnic rugs, umbrellas, fruit and snacks, drinks and maybe some sunscreen and an 
extra hat. We’ll bring the sign-out sheets for those who want to go home from the 
park. The rest of the school will return to the school for the 330pm buses and pick 
up.

Be ready for the fun and games and a trash walk down by the river. Most important-
ly, bring your ‘identity’.   We want to get to know you!
 
NB: They’ll be a rain check if the weather is severe - in which case we’ll postpone 
the festivities for Term Two’s Nature theme.
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The Smile Kind yoga - with Bec Johnson
Bec turned up this week, but we did not have people committing to her 
program.  Bec will run some free workshops this week to see if that might 
inspire (breathe in) people to join up. Bec drives to Lismore from some 
distance.

PLEASE CONSIDER THIS OPPORTUNITY
Class time
45min classes, 8:15-9:00am on Wednesday and Thursday mornings. 

Location
Upstairs of the main building near the Green Science space.

More information will be forthcoming, but if you are interested - 
please email Bec at thesmilekind@gmail.com 

An opportunity is open for some of our older children (Stage 3 and 4) 
to come and contribute to a Kids Space, Talulah (one of our mums) is 
co-creating at The Quad for the Eat the Street Festival on Saturday the 
14th of March. The Space is open from 4-7pm. Anyone who can be of 
assistance in setting up from 1pm would make this FABULOUS!

And, out of LOVE, Talulah would welcome a couple of older students to 
make and sell popcorn and people the circus space. It will be fun, as 
they will dress up as carnis and be given a crash course in FUN!

A couple of our facilitators may also need help with nature craft 
activities and Earth mandala making, and some of the 7/8 could help 
with puppet making and technical support for shows. Please email 
Office@living.school if you are able to assist.

HELP OUT AT EAT THE STREET!

WHAT’S GOING ON?
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JABAY - FOOD FOR 
THOUGHT!

We had a good meeting last week, and 
we believe we have found the perfect 
person to help us launch Jabay. More on 
this next week.  

All present were impressed with the 
thoroughness of information - policies, 
procedures, recipes - developed by the 
School Food Project. The focus is to 
have food at Living School beneficial for 
learning and life!

Once open, the school canteen will allow our students to 
commence cooking classes.

There will be a working bee in the kitchen early next term, so we 
have what is needed for our recipes, with a view to opening as 
soon as possible. The aim is to be selling coffee once we have the 
canteen operational.

We are applying to Council to open as a canteen shortly - there 
are a few regulatory bodies we have to notify, but we have now 
updated all requirements.

We will soon be ordering kitchen equipment but if you have any 
of the following (new or in very good condition) we’d love to take 
them off your hands. 

Sophie 
sophie@living.school

4 x 12 each muffin trays
2 x non-stick fry pans
2 x 10L stainless steel pot and lid
1 x 15L stainless steel pot and lid
1 x set of stainless steel saucepans, varying different sizes 15 x flat oven 
roasting trays 
2 x deep oven roasting trays
10 -12 x Stainless steel mixing bowls, ranging in sizes
1 x knife block to hold 8 knives
1 x bread knife
6 x medium sized chefs knives
1 x knife electric sharpener
4 x serrated paring knives
8-12 colour coded set of chopping boards
1 x Hand juicer
2 x sets of stainless steel cup measures
1 x medium colander
2 x large colander
6 x commercial tongs
2 x metal commercial peelers
2 x graters
6 x silicon heat resistant spatulas
4 x wooden spoons
2 x sets of stainless steel measuring spoons. NOTE tablespoons at 20ml. 
1- 2 stainless steel chopping board stands
10 x flat plastic trays for food preparation
2 x sets digital scales
1 x large manual scales that can take higher kilo weight
2 x cooling racks

COOKING EQUIPMENT NEEDED
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WEEK ONE
SEEDING
Planting ideas and 
interest

WEEK TWO
SPROUTING
Personal goals and 
focus engagement

WEEK THREE
GROWING
gaining 
understanding

WEEK FOUR
GROWING
gaining 
understanding

WEEK FIVE
GROWING
gaining 
understanding

WEEK SIX
HARVESTING
Revision and 
mastery
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LEARNING SNAPSHOTSLEARNING SNAPSHOTS    
taken as part of our journey taken as part of our journey 
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OUR JOY OF LEARNING
as children together
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So can you believe one week left of this term!

Week five has been another busy but successful 
week. The class is  getting into the rhythm of 
library visits on a Monday.

We had a wonderful art session with Penny 
working on some abstract art involving the three 
primary colours.

We all got to look out our own fingerprints this 
week. They are displayed in the classroom for 
you to check out.

We were working on our Identity and wrote down 
lots of words about what sort of human we want 
to be when we grow up.

Here is what we came up with. I love the extra 
comment made by Thorynn- when I said let’s 
pick three each.

Kindy continues to work on our first sounds 
s,a,t,p,i,n. They are very eager to learn some new 
sounds which will be introduced next week. 

We continue to enjoy investigations using 
imagination and play based learning.

DOLPHIN DREAMING EXCURSION
Notes have gone home for this excursion. It is 
really important you send them back into school 
ASAP so we can work out the bus size needed for 
transport. Any questions please feel free to ask.

Thanks for your beautiful children, your on- 
going support and positive happy presence each 
morning and afternoon.

Thanks Annie

KINDER - GARDEN
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In our final week of ‘growing’ within 
Identity, before ‘harvesting’ next 
week, Stage 1 have been exploring, 
challenging, experiencing, 
and building their capacity, to 
understand themselves, each 
other, and the world around them. 

Literacy through Identity
Linking with the whole school 
project on Humans of Living 
School, Stage 1 students initially 
explored their own strengths and 
values that they need to possess 
to achieve their dreams. From 
this, we discuss compliments 
and practiced giving each other 
compliments, and then giving 
ourselves compliments - linking 

This included individual segmenting and 
blending of single words, into reading, 
and creating, our own sentences 
including these digraphs.

As we delve deeper into the features of 
narratives (characters and setting), we 
have also been focusing on including 
2-finger spaces between words, capital 
letters and full stops, and writing down 
all the sounds we hear in unfamiliar 
words. 

Numeracy
We began our unit on Length this week. 
We measured a range of objects using 
informal units (hand span, foot span, 
pencil span), to identify objects which 
are longer and shorter than each other. 
We measured the foundations of Living 

STAGE ONE

Friendly reminders: 
Dolphin Dreaming Excursion: Thursday March 12th. 
Permission forms were handed out to all 
students on Wednesday and are due to be 
returned to school as soon as possible - we are 
in for a fantastic day!
Hats and Water Bottles:  All students are reminded 
that it is their own responsibility, and is part of 
their independence to remember both a hat and 
water bottle every day - however, some gentle 
reminders may be required. 

to our Bucket Filler story. This 
drew connections to the students 
intentions and actions and how 
they are respected and valued by 
their classmates (EQ, PQ, XQ).

This then all tied together for 
students to confidently respond to, 
‘What type of human do you want 
to be and why?’ The students 
opened their hearts and outlined 
the most beautiful responses 
- keep your eyes peeled for the 
whole school book!

Within phonics and reading, 
students practiced saying, 
reading and writing our explicit 
digraphs /qu/ch/sh/th/ and /ng/. 

School, that make up our school’s 
identity, including our soon-to-be new 
learning space, and other foundations 
around the community. 

P.E
Students participated in a P.E session 
over at the quad, which tapped into 
their physical proficiency (PQ), social 
skills, team dynamics, co-operation, 
and sportsmanship.

Our children discuss their plans 
to create a student newsletter.
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This week across Stages Two and Three, we continued with our theme 
of Identity and the construction of our ‘Humans of Living School’ book. 
Questions were refined and interviewing techniques practised. We modelled 
how to probe for more detailed responses and how to edit the information 
gathered. 

The students were finally let loose on the school to interview their peers in 
Stage 4, the teachers and admin staff. 

Next week we will complete our interviews, take photographs and begin 
compiling these fabulous character studies.

Along with the Stage 4 students, we re-examined our school values of 
Respect, Responsibility and Relationships, and explored the topic of 
bullying and hurtful language. Many of our students have experienced these 
behaviours in other school settings and they shared their desire to continue 

STAGE TWO & THREE
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building a safe and supportive environment at Living School. 
We are very proud of the culture of care that is being fostered here. 
Following our discussion, the students wrote random notes of 
kindness and secreted them around the school to be enjoyed by 
others.

In Maths we have continued our work on area and perimeter, 
making calculations of unique shapes designed by the students. 
We will link these skills to ‘Identity’ by looking next at informal 
measurements, and investigating the area and perimeter of our 
own bodies. 

The week closed with our weekly Stage 2-4 trip to NORPA and an 
exploration of body percussion. The students came up with a range 
of clicking, rubbing, scratching, squelching, clapping, stomping, 
whistling and whispering sounds that could be used to create a 
rhythmic pattern. Back at school, in small groups, children created 
a grid of body percussion sounds that were performed for one 
another. Strange noises have been heard coming from within the 
walls of our school...

Next Tuesday, Stages Two, Three and Four children are 
participating in a cultural excursion to Cape Byron, based on 
our themes of Identity and Nature.  Parents are able to drop their 
children off at the grass area near the carpark at The Pass, Byron 
Bay. 

IF PARENTS NOTIFY THE SCHOOL - and STAY WITH THEIR 
CHILDREN UNTIL THE THE REST OF THE SCHOOL ARRIVES - 
children can meet up at The Pass, rather than catching the bus into 
Lismore.

Yarning about The Pass
Arakwal Aboriginal guides present the life and culture of Byron 
Bay’s Aboriginal people through story, dance and creative 
expression. (National Parks & Wildlife) while touring the local 
headland pathways.
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STAGE FOUR
This was our final “growing” week for our Identity term. We have been looking at 
poetry: The Seed Shop by Muriel Stuart, The Flea by John Donne, Ozymandias by 
PB Shelley.  We have also written a 50 word short story, and drafted stories for a 
national writing competition.

In Maths, we studied geometry and construction of shapes - looking at lines, 
angles, 2D shapes and nets.  The focus on construction of shapes led to the 
introduction of sacred geometry and platonic objects.

In project based learning, our students continued with Monday afternoon efforts, 
and gardening options on Friday.  We have also included more staff support - 
with Johann and Karina coming in to support our projects.  There have also been 
sessions on friendship building and sustaining - as we direct and guide our small 
groups to be empathic, respectful and responsible.
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PLAYING IN THE QUAD, LISMOREPLAYING IN THE QUAD, LISMORE
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During Term One, the Living School students have enjoyed the 
opportunity of working in the Lismore Regional Gallery once a week 
for Visual Art classes.

We looked at approaches to creating self portraits, exploring a 
variety of techniques; drawing with water soluble crayons, using 
sticks dipped in ink, and developing mixed-media collages. Through 
exploring a variety of mediums the students discovered how many 
different effects can be created. Perspective and the foundations 
of drawing a face were discussed, and self portraits of well known 
artists observed.

The resulting works are now on display throughout Living School for 
all to admire.

It’s been a joy getting to know your wonderfully creative children this 
term.

Warmly
Penny McManus.

ART at LIVING SCHOOL
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This week many more students joined their enthusiastic 
peers who ‘just can’t stop knitting!’, ‘it is addictive!’. Our 
learners are knitting every and anywhere - during breaks, 
before/after school, up on the magic tree, on the bus, you 
name it! 

As the knitting gets longer and longer, stories are shared, 
new interactions happen, and social skills are developed. 
There are also times when our learners choose to knit 
quietly and meet the calmness within, therefore nourishing 
their spiritual self. 

The knitting gets long reasonably quickly, and it naturally 
invites our learners to use their mathematical skills. Miles 
measured his knitting as soon as he arrived at school on 
Friday, and shared at Assembly that his knitting is already 

FINGER KNITTERS are on FIRE! by Karina

34 meters long and counting - such perseverance and passion! Miles unravelled 
his knitting from the top of the stairs, down to reception, and into the tree room. 
Kiya helped him by making sure people would respect his knitting while it was 
stretched out, and Banjo helped by measuring the length in steps - connection and 
cooperation naturally arising. Isabelle came to school two days in a row wearing a 
knitted necklace that she made with some beautiful wool her mother had at home 
- finger knitting is a life skill, it can be turned into useful things, and it can also be 
transformed into art pieces. Knitting is just so cool! 

Parents have also been involved, sharing ideas for our collective knitting project, and 
also learning how to knit. Heidi, Opi’s mother, produces her own wool and has offered 
to come show us the whole process. It will be exceptional learning to the entire Living 
School community, stay tuned!

We ordered more wool on Friday, and it will hopefully be delivered this week. But in 
the meantime, if you hear cries for more wool and would like to contribute, we are 
using 16 ply wool, although 12 ply would also work. 

Thank you!
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SAFETY - SCHOOL ZONES
Council has released a concept plan, which will go to their meeting this 
week.  This will include the crossing to be marked as pedestrian, zig-zag 
lines painted, and the 40km/h zones to be added.  There is a proposed bus-
zone straight out the front, and 60 degree parking spaces.

The new bus zone will mean we can mediate with public bus companies for 
drop-offs and pick-ups, hopefully resolving some issues re bus connections 
at the Trinity interchange area. More information to come shortly, but we 
thank you all for your patience and understanding.

The department overseeing this development will offer some street-smart 
lessons for our younger students, too.

SCHOOL BUS DRIVER - MELISSA
We have found our bus driver! Melissa will commence this Tuesday, 
initially supported by John - to drive our bigger capacity buses.  This 
will free John up for morning/afternoon meetings and to be present 
at school for the start and conclusion of each school day.  It will also 
give some respite to Mal - who has been most gracious in picking 
up students from Clunes, and dropping them back, every afternoon.  
Melissa has years of driving buses for the local surf schools - and 
has all the necessary checks in place. Great to break the stereotype 
of ‘male’ bus drivers, too!  Melissa is originally from Germany.

Melissa will be responsible for picking up students from Lennox 
Head, Suffolk Park, Bangalow and Clunes.  These routes will be 
redefined as the bus we will be using will be much bigger than the 
current 12 seaters. 

We registered our second bus on Friday - it will carry 24 students.

And we are looking to an app that will provide real-time data on 
bus times and current location, so parents/school are informed.  
There will need to be consideration of wait times, as we will need to 
operate on a tighter schedule for all ‘down-the-line’ pickups.
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Building Developments - on track
Train of Thought - steel platform structure now in place. Floorboards now to be 
put down. Design of sound booth/recording studio being developed.

Playspace - we await the finalisation of the platform and stairs before we can start 
to finish the play space development.

Keep Building - next door learning spaces update
Painting is nearly finished. We await the conditions from Council: they came to 
review the parking scope last Friday. Air-Con is completed and we have marked 
out the fire-door location and ramp requirements.

Canteen/Cafe: completed installation of timber lining for the opening. We now are 
to register with Council, so we should be operational by Term 2 - all going to plan.

The Warehouse: we have taken over possession. There is some work to be done 
with planners and certifier now on what we can do safely.  It is a large space but 
there is a lot of renovation required.

Bamboo weaving: Two CaveUrban architects are now with us and preparing for 
the workshop in the upcoming holidays.  However, this workshop will be focused 
on preparing the bamboo: splitting and fire-retardant treatment. There will 
be some small scale weaving, but the timeline now looks to have the weaving 
undertaken at the end of Term Two.
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Last Thursday, Johann and Wilf set off with a 
team of excited swimmers and their parents 
to our inaugural representative swimming 
carnival.  Independent schools came together 
for a swim meet at the Alstonville pool.  There 
were schools from afar afield as Armidale.

Independent schools on the North Coast have 
their own competition pathway for gaining entry 
into State titles (PSSA).

Our entry was organised by Annie - and then 
administered by Johann.  We selected students 
from those who have shown merit in our 

OUR FIRST REPRESENTATIVE SWIMMING CARNIVAL 
were amazing - and I have heard nothing but 
glowing reports back.

I congratulate all our swimmers on their 
success - their collective success.  We had 
one swimmer win her race - and we had all 
swimmers feel like winners.  This is where 
a school’s soul is formed - in the collective 
efficacy, in the confidence minus arrogance 
of a team’s support.  I commend Johann, 
Wilf and all our amazing parents/carers. I 
feel great pride.  I just wish I could have been 
there.

Thank you.

Wednesday swim program.  They were then timed 
and entered.  It is easy to see competition as a 
race against others.  However, the focus is much 
more holistic: attending these events builds team 
spirit.  The competition is to give of one’s best 
- and look to PB not place.  Effort is where the 
rewards need to be.

By all accounts, this was very much established 
by our small but vocal ‘team’.  Wilf taught the 
children ‘war cries’, Indi from Stage 4 was 
incredible in her care and attention, and all the 
children supported each other whenever a Living 
School swimmer was competing.  The parents 
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STREET BEATS - PERSONALITIES APLENTY!


