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TERM DATES FOR 2021
SEMESTER ONE
TERM ONE – IDENTITY – 7 weeks
January 27 – March 12 (then one week holiday)
TERM TWO – NATURE – 6 weeks
March 22 – 30 April (then one week holiday)
TERM THREE – LIFE & LIVING – 7 weeks
10 May – 25 June (then two weeks holiday)

SEMESTER TWO
TERM FOUR – CIVILISATION – 7 weeks
12 July – 27 August (then one week holiday)
TERM FIVE – PHENOMENA – 6 weeks
6 September – 15 October (then one week holiday)
TERM SIX – SERVICE – 7 weeks
25 October – 10 December (then six weeks holiday)

CONTACT US
63-67 CONWAY STREET, LISMORE

EMAIL: office@living.school
OFFICE PHONE: (02) 5632 1218
OFFICE HOURS: 8am – 4:30pm
Website: https://living.school/

STAY UP TO DATE
Click on the icons below to visit Living 
School’s  Instagram, Facebook and 
notice board pages.

https://www.instagram.com/livingschoolbyron/
https://www.facebook.com/livingschoolbyron/
https://living.school/notice-board/


Living School acknowledges we are all learning and growing together on Widjabul/Wyabal country of the Bundjalung 
Nation, and pays respect to Elders past, present and future.

Page 3

Reminder: Parent Representatives for Term 3

The role of a Parent Representative will involve:
● Event coordination purely for social outside of school events.
● Stage/Year communication assisting teachers in circulating 

information and reminders.
● Communicating emergency information from teachers to parents.

Please email skye@living.school if you would like to put your hand up 
to volunteer, or have any questions. The deadline for submitting your interest will be Friday, 7 May. 

Have a great break & we look 
forward to seeing you back at 
school on Monday 10th May.

Reminder of school bell times;

- School begins - 9:00am
- First Break- 10:45am to 1:00am
- Second Break -Kindy to Yr 4- 12:15pm - 1:00pm

                        - Yr 5 to Yr 10- 1:00pm - 1:45pm
- Afternoon- Students on buses - 3:00pm

                 - All other students - 3:15pm  

Term 3 World Days
- 30 April _ International Jazz Day
- 9 May _ Mother’s Day 
- 15 May _ International Day of Families
- 20 May - World Bee Day
- 22 May  _ International Day for Biological Diversity
- 26 May _ National Sorry Day
- 1 June _ Global Day of Parents
- 5 June _ World Environment Day
- 8 June _ World Oceans Day
- 14 June _ Queen’s Birthday PUBLIC HOLIDAY
- 14 June _ World Blood Donor Day
- 20 June _ World Refugee Day
- 21 June _ International Day of Yoga

Term 3 Bus update:
Andrew - our bus manager - will be offsite.  He will 
operate all requests via email - bus@living.school
Please fill in the form below - so we can process your 
termly requirements.  
http://living.school/forms-bus-registration-form/ 

LOST PROPERTY
- There is so much lost property at 
school from Term 2. If you are 
missing anything please come for a 
look through.
- Please remember to LABEL ALL 
of your child's belongings, this 
makes it easier to return any lost 
property.

https://observances.global/international-jazz-day/
https://observances.global/international-day-of-families/
https://www.timeanddate.com/holidays/australia/national-sorry-day
https://observances.global/global-day-of-parents/
https://observances.global/world-environment-day/
https://observances.global/world-oceans-day/
https://observances.global/world-blood-donor-day/
https://observances.global/world-refugee-day/
https://observances.global/international-day-of-yoga/
http://living.school/forms-bus-registration-form/
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A young boy was playing soccer. It was a winter fad - the game was always a big event 
every playtime. To own the game, the boy had brought in his own ball - a better ball than 
the ‘school’ ball.  He had power. He had control.
The game was played with the class of boys - no girls played: it wasn’t their thing.  They 
played ‘elastics’ - and skipped.  Boys played ball games. This was 1978.
The teams had to be chosen. “Oh, oh, oh…” Hands thrust high. The boy who owned the 
ball, who owned the game, was captain: he chose the first player - the best player.  The 
new boy, popular - as he was a new boy, was the other captain.  He chose the second 
best player: Daryl. Daryl was from the Home.
Daryl was bigger than the others - and he could easily have been chosen first.  The boy 
who owned the ball winced - he wished he had made the rule you could choose two 
players first. The picking of players was always tough: the always-early-picks felt puffed 
up; the forever-last-selected felt deflated. It was a jungle back then.  Some chose the 
option of goal-keeper: terrible position but it meant you were chosen earlier than last.

The game started.  The boy who owned the ball kicked off first.  He insisted. He called at 
the other boy: “Pass, pass it! Pass IT!” The other boy lost the ball - he was tackled. 
“Oh c’mon! Why didn’t you pass!! I had noone marking me!” yelled the boy who owned 
the ball with outstretched arms.  This was normal - this was competition. It was passion.  
The focus was on showing your best moves - and to do that in soccer, you needed the 
ball. Recess was only 20 minutes! “C’mon!! PASSSSSSSS!!”
Bouncing off an outstretched leg, the ball bounced. The boy who owned the ball darted 
in, challenged and took off.  He dribbled.  His teammate yelled: “Pass!” He didn’t.  He 
hogged it. He kept possession and bolted toward the goal. “PASS IT!” Nah, no way.
Daryl - big Daryl - number two pick Daryl - slid in with boot outstretched. He kicked out, 
collected the boy who owned the ball on the shin, stopped the shot... but started the 
outburst.  
The boy who owned the ball was furious. Pain shot up his shin; rage shot out his mouth. It 
was an illegal tackle. No way. Daryl was a jerk. “You jerk! That was a foul!!”  The game 
stopped being played - the game started to be played.  Wheels were in motion. 
The new boy challenged the popular boy and his standing. “You’re the jerk!” The boy 
with the ball grabbed the ball - took it, turned and walked off.  They would follow.  He 
stopped to demand his friends follow - his teammates… the ones he picked.  “C’mon!” 
They didn’t.  They stayed. 
They stayed with Daryl... and the new boy.  
The challenge was set.  
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The next day, the boy who owned the ball was sick.  He didn’t go to school.  
He returned to school with his ball the following day. He walked onto the field before 
school with his ball.  He expected the game to form around him - and his ball.  It didn’t.  
All the other boys stayed hanging around the new, popular boy.  They didn’t say hello. 
They ignored the boy and his ball. 
“Hey! Let’s play - I bags being captain!”
The new boy had Daryl and all the other boys behind him. He fronted the boy with the 
ball: “You’re a cheat! Rack off!!”
The boy with the ball was alone with his ball. No friends - and it didn’t end.  
What followed was an eternity of bullying. All boys targeted him - except for Robert. 
Previously, Robert was a loser - no-one liked Robert. But Robert was kind to the boy with 
the ball.  The boy welcomed his friendship.  And some of the girls stuck up for the boy 
with the ball.  But - on the whole - he was alone. He was intimidated.  Pens were broken. 
He was kicked. He had notes written about him. He was so, so alone. He stopped going 
to school. He feigned illness - he stayed at home.  He didn’t tell his parents. His parents 
didn’t register that he was not ill - and they were doctor and nurse. They had too much 
to do. And the longer the boy was away from school - the more he was ostracised.  His 
books were torn.  His folders were graffitied with ‘dork’, ‘nerd’, ‘jerk’. School was a 
suffering. The teacher did not notice. The teacher did nothing.  He must have known.  He 
must have seen the pushes, the trips. He must have heard the comments, seen the 
graffiti.  The teacher did nothing. The boy said nothing. It was hell.

Alone and forced back to school, one afternoon, the boy without the ball was sitting by 
himself. The principal - Mr Corkill - saw the boy. He approached him, “How are you, 
Johnny?” The pent up pressure of emotion boiled over - erupted - the boy without the 
ball cried. It was as if the sluice gates had opened - it bellowed out. It was sadness, grief, 
hurt, pain. He was crying in front of his class, in front of his teacher. Real Sadness.
The principal was taken aback.  “Come see me tomorrow.  We will sort this out.”

I only remember being in his office the next day - I am not sure if he told my parents. I 
have no recollection of my parents being involved.  I just remember us all - all the boys - 
standing in his office. He just said, “It stops”.  That was it.  Bob Corkill didn’t punish - he 
didn’t blame.  He just said, ‘It stops’.  And… it did.  It was never the same.  It took ages 
to correct, to get some balance: I had to buy a lot of pies (I bought two pies every lunch 
and pretended I wasn’t hungry - giving one to the new boy and then one to Daryl).  I 
never blamed Daryl or the new boy.  I never blamed anyone but myself. I knew I was a 
jerk.  I learnt a lot.  I learnt to be(have) better.
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How we interact with others, and manage our own behaviours is one of the most constructive and 
useful skills to develop, sustain and expand. These skills develop over a lifetime, so Living School 
seeks to provide skills for life, beginning by resolving individual issues as they arise. Empathy, 
compassion, and a willingness to make amends after a conflict are key elements of any issue.

It is important to note, Living School views behaviour development as a key aspect of learning.  
Emphasis will be placed on developing and supporting the individual to make positive choices for the 
benefit of the broader community. 

At Living School all discipline protocols have been developed to strive for procedural fairness and to 
promote positive behaviour.  The school rule, and there is only one, is defined as the new 3Rs:

 ·       Respect – respect yourself, respect others, respect property

·       Responsibility – take responsibility for your actions and the inappropriate actions of others

·       Positive and productive Relationships – forge friendly social connections with your peers. 

 You don’t have to be friends, but you do have to be friendly.

Living School’s discipline procedures are based on Positive Behaviour Management principles and 
managing behaviour is a fundamental element of learning and teaching and schooling. How our 
students engage in their learning environment determines how we manage behaviours.

To clarify and better understand Living School’s discipline procedures, all staff follow a step-by-step 
procedure for implementing the school's consequences of unacceptable and disengaged behaviour.

1st: Class teacher is to manage inappropriate behaviours within their class: Teacher gives verbal 
reminders, time to comprehend, adjustments to activities, extra support and encourages students to 
follow the student code of conduct. The relationship between teacher and student is the most 
important part of behaviour support and it is here that the teacher can determine what needs are not 
being met for the student.

2nd: If disengagement continues, then the teacher can diffuse the situation by removing the 
distraction and triggers. Change the environment, allow for a break or even a short walk outside for 
some fresh air.

3rd: For further support, a student can move to their buddy class (their opposite stage class) and/or 
Reflection desk where they can have time to reflect, breathe and take ownership of their behaviour. 
Each student can independently answer the Reflection Sheet, or discuss this process with their 
teacher. Students are given the opportunity to re-engage with their learning and return to class.

4th: If students require further support, they are referred to Bhavni or our Advocate Sara for 
immediate support and reflection, particularly if a student remains unsafe/disruptive. Students will 
have the opportunity to discuss their Reflection Sheet, self-assess, de-regulate their emotions, think 
about how their behaviours affects themselves and others and how they can best engage and enjoy 
their learning.
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5th: If the students has found themselves at this step, then their disengagement has become a 
concern as the school has implemented all supports, strategies and best practice with no positive 
results. This is followed-up with the Conductor (John) who will review the student’s commitment to 
Living School and their love of learning. It is here, dependent on the issue, that a strike/warning may 
be formally implemented.

6th: If behaviours continue to be unsafe /unmanageable, then the Conductor/ Administration 
Manager will follow up with a parent meeting to discuss ongoing behaviours and student’s 
disengagement in learning. A Behaviour Support Plan may be applicable as will a formal 
strike/warning.

 The school has a three strike/warning agenda- these strikes/warnings are responses to not 
following the codes of conduct, our school values and agreement. These include in particular:

• Bullying, intimidation, teasing or ostracising (verbal or physical);

• the use of language which is offensive;

• offensive use of electronic communication;

• violent behaviour towards others;

• drug use at school.

Living School recognises that conflict may arise from time to time which may have significant 
adverse effects on our school and student learning. Conflict occurs for a range of reasons. It may be 
the result of personal differences or differences in approach. By ignoring the problem may 
potentially lead to something more serious, such as a physical conflict or significant impacts on our 
student’s work, life and confidence.

This coming term 3 (Life and Living), the school has committed to implementing a different approach 
to handling conflict by actively teaching children conflict resolution skills, strategies and language to 
resolve conflict effectively. Within our Balabaleh family learning groups, all children at the school will 
be taught conflict resolution strategies and will be encouraged and supported in this process.

A vital component of conflict resolution is the acceptance by the children of consequences for 
inappropriate behaviour. What constitutes inappropriate behaviour is discussed in every class on a 
regular basis and is formalised at both Balabaleh and whole school meetings in the process of 
making school rules. The children will become very familiar with these rules very quickly and are 
always willing to follow these democratically decided rules and advise new students.
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It has been a wonderful Term for the Kindies.
We have now completed two terms of 
swimming, which has seen some amazing 
improvement. A BIG thank-you to Johann, 
Sherry and Mimi for all your coaching.
Our keystone theme of NATURE  has been a lot 
of fun. We have used our time with our Year 4 
buddies to visit both the Community Gardens 
and the Botanical Gardens. The plants we 
potted at the beginning of term have been a 
big success, so I hope you get to enjoy a taste!
Time on the farm is always embraced by our 
students with scavenger hunts, obstacle 
courses,  paddock walks and mud stomping.
We are consolidating our sounds and are 
beginning to  blend sounds to make words and 
write sentences. We all enjoy our weekly turn to 
tell news to the class. This week we have been 
learning about 3D shapes and practising to 
write our numbers

Next Term we are looking forward 
to learning in our Life and Living 
theme. We have a couple of 
exciting excursions coming up. In 
PE the children will be participating 
in tennis and athletics. We will be 
starting our home reading program, 
which everyone is looking forward 
to. Our buddy time will continue 
with Ant and the lovely Year 4 
buddies. 
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We have had a great term together in Year 1. The children have loved exploring our 
keystone theme of nature. We have been on an excursion to see a play called The 
Magic Words and another to the botanical gardens in Lismore. The children loved 
exploring along with pathways, walking through the sensory garden and listening to 
the sounds of nature. 

Show and Teach this term has been all about nature and the children have shared their 
knowledge and skills with the class with so much excitement and pride. We have 
learned about different creatures, precious minerals, survival skills and so many more 
things. We have even had some team teaching opportunities!

Investigations this term have invited us to create sculptures like Andy Goldsworthy, 
look at patterns in nature, create mandalas, paint with watercolours, play literacy and 
numeracy games and become authors of our own books. This term we had lots of 
children who are interested in making their own books and working through the 
drafting editing and publishing process. We will have our own Year 1 library soon. 
We have completed our swimming program for the year. The children have shown lots 
of growth over the last two terms; working on their swimming technique and water 
safety awareness. 
Next term out Keystone theme is life and living. The children are very excited to 
explore this Keystone and share their ideas on what it might mean. 
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Year 2 have had a fantastic fortnight as we conclude our Keystone theme, Nature. It has been filled 
with curiosity, exploration and investigating at school, as well as at the Lismore Botanical Gardens, 
and at the Daley Fruit Tree Nursery. 

LISMORE BOTANIC GARDENS
Students consolidated their inquiry skills as they 
processed and analysed information available to us 
around the botanical gardens. They explored through  
reading the names of a range of different plants and 
identified how these plants support the local 
ecosystems. Students were not only exposed to the 
flora and fauna, they also used a solar sundial, and 
spent some time drawing and writing a soundscape, 
shapes in nature, and implemented their writing skills 
by identifying things that were living and non-living in 
the area. 
We have had a major focus on our handwriting and 
letter formation, which is not only being put into 
proactive within the 4 walls of our learning space, but 
also during out outdoor expeditions. These Nature 
Journals will be presented within the students individual 
portfolios. 

DALEY FRUIT TREE NURSERY
We were so fortunate to be invited for a tour of the Daley Fruit Tree Nursery in Kyogle - by Zoa’s 
family! Students will filled with curiosity and engagement as they explored and learnt all about the 
Biodome, Exclusion Orchard and Citrus Orchard - while nibbling away at the delicious fruits fresh 
from the trees! They had guava, blood orange, mandarins, finger limes, peanut butter fruits, 
oranges, jack-fruit, and many more! Students also engaged in planting their own seed, which will 
then be planted here at Living School when they are ready. 
Year 2 then had the opportunity to explore with their sense, two different food forests that were 
filled with amazing flourishing fruits!
We can’t thank Zoa’s Dad, Andre, for sharing all of his knowledge with us, and Zoa’s Mum and 
family for inviting us to the Nursery. 
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Grej of the Day
Year 3 have been learning interesting nature facts through Grej of the Day (GOTD). Popular Swedish 
method to transmit knowledge. Students are provided with a clue the day before, we engage in a 
micro lesson 5-10 minutes, then the students reflect on interesting facts or knowledge they have 
learned and then share them with family or friends.

Literacy
Year 3 have been further developing their poetry skills with Nature being the core of their poems. 
We have been focusing on identifying and using the remaining long vowel songs sounds in reading 
and writing.

Mathematics
Year 3 have been learning to identify and complete number patterns. Looking at various number 
sequences to interpret the next in the pattern. They have also been estimating and measuring items 
found around the school, by using informal and formal measurements.

Sculptures by the Tree
Stage 2 have been collaborating to complete creative challenges, using trash found at Living School. 
They collected, sorted, designed, and made a trash mandala. This sparked some interesting 
conversations about the waste at Living School. In another challenge each team were provided with 
a plastic bottle which they had to repurpose. The opportunities were endless, and so were the 
products. Stage 2 made plastic plant pots, watering cans, handbags to piggy banks. You name it, 
they made it. They have started to design and gather materials found around the school to begin 
making their sculptures next term.

On land learning
Year 3 have been working extremely hard on the Stewart’s farm finalising the garden. They have 
turned soil, planted seeds/plants, and even built a fence to keep the cows out.
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The end is nigh. Sigh. Really though, where did the term go? Plans are guides and 
guides get lost. I’m the donkey in this analogy.

Maths
From the Fibonacci Sequence and Pascal’s Triangle, to starting with an answer and 
creating our own questions, to BODMAS (yes, it’s ‘orders’ and not ‘operations’, as I 
misquoted - semantics) and the tyranny of the straight line; we covered a bit of ground 
this term. As a result, I have a pretty good read of where your children’s strengths and 
weaknesses lie. 

Literacy
Our focus on poetry ebbed and flowed but the core of our learning held strong: 
metaphor. I was impressed with the complex and beautiful ideas that the class 
produced. Luca’s work is a fantastic example of this:

Drenched with souls of Sorrow
Or built with blocks of forgetness

Walking killing machines
Nobody knows they kill
Pollution rules the world

Oh who cannot hear it will never live a true life
Unspeakable days of Terror

Rich ruthless while others are soaked

Nature
John bequeathed a garden plot to the class and we created a compost bin. An 
(un)Natural mandala was constructed, using garbage from the school bins (your kids 
really do like getting their hands dirty). The trash sculptures are underway and will be 
ready (I typed that with bated breath) at the end of Term 3. 

Entrepeneurialship
Tie dye is back and it is everywhere. Seriously, the concrete has become a living mural. 
Using berries and plants from the school, a chunk of the class chose spent their lunch 
times creating their own natural dyes and tie dying old shirts. Capitalising on this, we 
will be exploring natural dyes as a class next term and I’m keen on them producing a 
fashion show.
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In Year 5 we have been busily exploring many aspects of the curriculum through the 
keystone lens of Nature. Check out some of what we have achieved below:

PERSUASION
In English Year 5 explored persuasive texts and pitched a persuasive letter to John 
detailing why we should go on our very own overnight camp in Nature. We also 
explored persuasion in advertising which culminated in us writing and producing our 
very own radio ads at ZZZ FM in Goonellabah. The theme of these ads centred 
around the protection of nature. Click the links below to listen to our final products

                

EARTH DAY
Last Thursday during Earth Day, Year 5 led the charge in cleaning up some of the 
community spaces we frequently use. Armed with green bags, gloves and rubbish 
claws, we successfully removed 23 bags of plastic and litter from the environment in 
just under an hour! What a phenomenal effort!

LISTEN TO AD 1 LISTEN TO AD 2

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1icQzoH8B9wmFKB9RdCcXP-IGUfEOas27/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10zXemq8IBOnlky19KLt7Ma66ieEQiQ-_/view?usp=sharing
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2040
Year 5 loved discussing and exploring the potential future possibilities of 
environmental protection as seen in the documentary film 2040. We were even more 
inspired when we got to meet and discuss the film content with its creator Damon 
Gameau. Did you know that some species of seaweed can grow up to 50cm per day 
and is playing an important role in creating giant seaweed forests to help restore 
ocean health.

OVERNIGHT EXCURSION PLANNING
During the last two weeks of term, Year 5 have been completing an integrated literacy 
and numeracy open ended project which saw them put a proposal together for an 
overnight camp in nature. They had to choose a location, propose a timetable of 
activities, devise a menu as well as create a detailed budget. Students presented their 
projects to Joe & Adam this week. Planning is now underway to turn some of these 
proposals into reality. Way to go Year 5!

SAILING
Onland learning has been a treat this term, allowing the students to get out and be 
active in nature learning new and exciting skills. The term concluded with Year 5 
participating in a sailing program run through the Ballina Sailing Club. They learnt 
how to sail, trapeze and maneuver the boat. What a joy it was being on the water and 
seeing the students having a blast.
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The second half of Term 2 and Year 6 have thrown themselves into every challenge. Two very 
different but great learning experiences were Cyberia and the 2040 Film. Year 6 went with the high 
school to watch Cyberia, a Brainstorm production at Pearces Creek Hall, in which two actors put on 
an incredibly effective and engrossing performance that explored issues of online safety, cyber 
bullying, resilience and mental health. Year 6 had a mature understanding of the topics and asked 
many great questions. The viewing of the 2040 Film and the follow up question and answer session 
with the filmmaker Damon Gameau gave us an opportunity to explore further how the solutions we 
already have to climate change can be implemented locally and globally. 

In our Class Book – Absolutely Everything! By Christopher Lloyd, we have read about the Big Bang 
14 billion years ago all the way up to the recent evolution of Homo Sapiens only 200,0000 year ago, 
and man’s arrival in Australia 60,0000 years ago (or earlier?). We have been studying this, so we 
understand where we as humans fit into nature’s timeline and how we are very much part of nature 
and connected to it.

Project Work - Year 6 became the most fantastic interior designers and completed the pricing (from 
Ikea), designing and 3D modelling a sustainable bedroom. They were so engaged with this activity I 
think they could have carried on for weeks and weeks! It was great to see the variety of designs and 
features, many including solar panels, rooftop gardens, sustainable wood and energy saving 
features.

Science/ Investigations - We continued with our Earth Science unit looking at the different types of 
geological, meteorological, hydrological and other natural disasters. We investigated the impact 
of flooding around the world, in Lismore and did a quick flood experiment in our backyard. 
Creative thinking saw the students place their houses in the trees before the watering-can flood 
arrived!
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Numeracy - As well as working on 3D shape nets, area and perimeter and continuing to practice our 
fundamentals (operation algorithms and multiplication facts) we have started decimals and will move 
on to percentages next term (looking at sale prices, tax rates, interest rates!)
 
Literacy - An emotional end to the term with the death of Mr Percival in the 2018 film of Storm Boy. 
We have explored the ideas of environmental sustainability, land, family, friendship, love, isolation, 
loss and respect. We contrasted the setting, characters and storyline in the book and film and 
concluded as a class we preferred the narrative of the film as it tackled more of the key issues. We 
would also love to have Mr Percival as a friend and go shopping with him.
 
Sport - All of Year 6 had a go at cross country and good luck to those who will be representing us. 
Soccer has continued to be a great success this term. We are a competitive lot!
 
Drama, Art and Music - I have seen bold and striking pictures and prints of leaves and trees that 
should be coming home this week. Year 6 have moved to doing drama as a class on their own 
(previously we were combining with YEAR 5) and have moved to having music with Nick who has 
had them pulling together a presentation on their favourite artists.
 
On land Learning - Year 6 have had some wonderful Fridays with Ant cooking dishes such as paella 
and exploring the beautiful coastline. The pictures show the freedom and joy!

We are looking forward to Term 3, Life and Living and as we move away from our timeline 
journeys, we will explore our hierarchy of needs, and continue to develop our growth 
mindset, resilience, grit, as well as interviewing local businesses and investigating life and 
living around the world. If you are a local business that would like to be interviewed do 
please let Year 6 know.
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Gathering Voices: An inquiry into Stage 4 students’ thoughts and feelings about school

I often find myself fascinated by the thoughts and ideas of students that I teach. Of particular interest to me is 
hearing their thoughts and experiences about education and schooling, as not only can these lead to insights 
about how we can improve what we do at Living School, but can also assist in deepening understanding of our 
purpose. 

The Survey
I asked students in Stage 4 a set of questions, the responses to which I wish to share with you. The intention of 
the survey was to bring to light students’ understanding of the purpose of school and to gain feedback on various 
aspects of our weekly programs introduced this term:

- Monday through Wednesday as school-based days for Concept Frame (Maths, English and Science as 
rotational small group sessions), integrated Project Based Learning, and other subjects such as Music 
and Drama

- Thursday as our High School Onland Learning Day for contextual learning in the areas of Maths/Science 
and English/Art

- Friday as a Creative Arts Program
A few trends emerged that are very encouraging for us as a school and that clearly indicate that we are on the 
right track with what we are trying to achieve in the Secondary School.

Insight 1: A favourable learning experience
Students were asked to rate their experience of 
school, comparing previous school enjoyment of 
learning to their current Living School enjoyment 
of learning. As you can see, student responses 
clearly indicate that Living School is a place 
where students enjoy learning, with over 80% of 
students giving a rating at or above 7/10 
compared to over 80% giving a rating at or below 
7/10 in previous schools. This is incredible!

Insight 2: We are on the right track
It was very encouraging to see the data reflecting 
that students have enjoyed the new programs 
introduced this term and that the structuring of the 
week is on track. As shown on the graph, the new 
Thursday and Friday programs are being very 
favourably reviewed by students. This indicates to 
us that retaining and refining these programs is 
important moving forward into next term and 
beyond (questions were also asked in the survey 
about how we could improve the various aspect of 
the week).



Living School acknowledges we are all learning and growing together on Widjabul/Wyabal country of the Bundjalung 
Nation, and pays respect to Elders past, present and future.

Page 20

Insight 3: Students are understanding their role in their learning
We talk a lot to students about responsibility. Not only is it a value at Living School but it is core to the learning 
process and relationship. If responsibility is not taken then trust cannot be given. A relationship where trust is at the 
core is fundamental to exceptional and exciting learning. When teachers can trust students, opportunities can be 
created, and where students trust teachers risks can be taken. Thus, it is encouraging that students are seeing 
themselves as being responsible for their own learning.

Insight 4: At Living School our VAST model and Keystone Themes will help us address what students view 
as important outcomes for their learning and schooling
Below is a sample of responses to the question, ‘What do you think is the purpose of school?’ You will notice how 
student responses align with what our VAST model and Keystone Themes make explicit and thus what guides how 
we approach and teach learning with our students. 

- I think the purpose of school is forming connections and learning about life and meeting new people. Also 
getting a job.

- To educate kids about real world/life problems.
- To make the environment better and help students to learn in more ways.
- I think school was created to make kids better people and to save our planet
- To learn important life lessons and skills.
- To assist students to be the best people they can be. To teach us how to engage our brains, teach us how 

to connect with nature and not distance ourselves from it.
- To learn and try and have social skills. Also to learn skills and develop better as a person.

Concluding Thoughts
As we move forward into Term 3 we will look to strengthen learning across the week. We retain the current weekly 
structure, including the Thursday to Friday camping, but with refinements. For example, we will trial a new 
grouping structure in the Monday to Wednesday Project Based Learning blocks that enables differentiated 
groupings based on trust and responsibility. What we hope this translates to is a deepening understanding of how 
responsibility is a choice that has consequences - those who demonstrate it will be trusted with greater 
opportunities than those who have not yet demonstrated it. 

As I hope you can see, we are committed to continually listening, reflecting and improving the way we live and 
learn at Living School. We are clearly on a good track, an exciting journey with an even better future. 
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Our Nature term has flown by so quickly! In Year 9 and 10 English classes, we have enjoyed 
discovering film techniques in documentaries and how meaning can be impacted by soundtracks, 
voiceovers, special effects and editing. Students have spent the last few weeks planning the content 
for their Nature documentary, explicitly expressing the purpose of their documentary. Proposals have 
been submitted and accepted, and the term break time will be the filming time, using their mobile 
devices and the iMovie app. Students will need to communicate their ideas and purpose (to inform, 
to persuade, to entertain or to instruct) through film technique choices once the actual filming is 
finished. The task will be submitted at the end of Week 2 of our new term. It fits nicely into the Term 
3 Life and Living theme, as many of the docos are asking questions about ethical behaviour and how 
we live well.

The students were inspired by Damon Gameau's address to the school, where he answered very well 
constructed questions about positive ways to meet the challenges posed by climate change and 
government resistance to making policy changes. We were proud of our students' engagement in his 
talk and in his ideas.

In History, the students were guided on an independent learning project via our Google Classroom. 
Each student was presented with an Asian country to research and present back to the group.

We had a special guest teacher for three-days, Sam Robinson, who worked with the students on their 
own e-zine, with reference to China’s history and culture.  Sam will be joining us later this year as our 
enterprise and design/technology teacher.

This term, the Stage 5 cohort covered area of shapes and volume of solids. We closed out the term 
with the study of the Cartesian number plane and how to graph a line according to a given equation. 

Every Friday, our older students have been participating in a creative approach to electives, linking in 
with Food Technology, Drama, Music and Sport.  The Food Technology has also been linked in 
without Enterprise program, to develop awareness of cost and profit, purchasing ingredients and 
marketing.

Term 3 Life and Living will entail a novel study and some biography writing in our English lessons. 
Students in Years 7-9 will be given a choice of 3 different novels to study. All 3 novels deal with 
issues of how to live a meaningful life and what constitutes morality in our life and living. We will also 
examine inspirational people in our lives and learn how to document a biographical account of 
someone's contributions to our world. We wish our Stage 5 students and families a restful break and 
we ask that parents encourage the students to complete their filming of the documentary in 
readiness for editing and completion in the first 2 weeks of next term.
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The science  team sends regards and thanks  
to all parents, students and teachers. It was 
a wonderful term. 

All years worked very well and bent their 
inquisitive mind’s to learning and asking lots 
of great questions. 

Year 7 and 8 covered some fascinating 
topics including

● Tectonic plates
● Minerals and Metals
● Rocks and Fossils
● Gems and Crystals
● Soil

Years 9 and 10 dove deeper into 
● Plate tectonics 
● Experimental Design

It was their first term with their new 
science teacher Dorian and they made 
him feel very welcome! Thank you.

All the great drawings will be added to 
the collection tio be used for future 
projects and the next edition of the 
work book.

Please enjoy a crossword made with 
this terms Yr 7/8 science vocabulary.

Down
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Term two has  seen a great variety of PE opportunities for our students.
Kindy, Year 1 and 2 have continued their swimming program, which has been very 
beneficial and important in building confidence and water safety awareness.
Year 3,4,5 and 6 enjoyed participating in both touch football and soccer. It has been 
handy having the Brown and Jolly building to cater for wet weather. 
Thanks to Graham Lees for his expert coaching. 
Everyone has also had a go at running a cross country distance relevant to their age.
From this we picked a squad who have been training on a Wednesday morning with 
Sophie.
Our On land learning provided further  PE opportunities with our upper primary 
students  fully embracing the chance to do snorkelling, sailing, hiking,  and fishing.
Our secondary students have all experienced camping, fishing, outdoor education, 
which really complimented our whole school theme of Nature. 

 August will be the time kids can look to represent our school at NCIS level in 
Athletics.

For Term 3 our Primary students will be participating in tennis, with the help of a 
professional coach and also have the chance to hone their athletics skills trying shot 
put, discus, long jump, relays and various sprint and longer distance running. We are 
looking at hosting a Living School Athletics day  in our own special and crazy way- 
more information to follow.
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Every Thursday night a group of Secondary students have been venturing out to Jerusalem Creek, 
Black Rocks campground in Bundjalung National Park. Students have been completing several 
PDHPE and outdoor education units including first aid, navigation and an assessment task 
involving teaching a skill to the group. Students have been fantastic in their approach to the camp, 
taking on all sorts of weather and embracing being out of their comfort zones at times. We have 
learnt skills such as searching for pipis, skimming rocks, bodysurfing and a variety of sporting skills 
to name a few. The objective of the task is to instill leadership values and work on delivering 
information with purpose and conviction to a group. 

The environment out here is fantastic a chorus of birdlife, widespread wetlands and ever-changing 
waterways. The students have just gone to bed after a game of spotlight on the beach as I plug 
away on Sarah’s laptop, under the enormous pink super moon. A huge thank you to Annie, Tori 
and Sarah who have all taken time away from their comfy beds to support this adventurous 
program. We will wake up tomorrow morning and cook up the pipis from the previous days 
plunder. Sustainably sourced nutrition. Retracing Traditional Owners footsteps as we look at key 
aspects of the environment that would have supported their lifestyles. 

We have captured the theme of nature perfectly on our camping expeditions. Always looking to 
leave the place better than when we found it. We have done a massive effort picking up washed 
up plastic from the beach. 

The trip has been booked and we are awaiting students to submit their entries so that we can pick 
the final group going on Cultural Immersion to the Northern Territory. The information night went 
ahead on Tuesday and was an absolute hoot. If you need any information, please contact me via 
email on zac@living.school.

We need to kick start our fundraising. If you know any business that would like to support our 
community work please reach out to them so that we can get raw materials for our Kakadu plum 
orchard. Building an industrial sized working farm for the community of Canon Hill will be a 
remarkable example of how Living School will make a difference.

We will be looking at getting students to bring local produce to the school to sell at our 
‘Cookadoo’ stalls as an additional farmers market. If you have anything that could be of value to 
our stalls, please feel free to donate. 

Watch this space as we will be holding an auction to raise money for our cause. There will be some 
amazing items up for grabs. Get involved.

mailto:zac@living.school
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Our Senior girls and boys football team 
took the long journey to Armidale recently to 
participate in the NCIS championships. 
They had limited training, and had a number 
of students new to the game of football. 
However the trip was a huge success for many 
reasons. The positive attitude shown by our 
kids, throughout the tournament, despite 
coming away without a win was commendable. 
They bonded together and supported each 
other on and off the field. A HUGE thanks to 
Johann, Bhavni and Zac who accompanied the 
team. The patience, care and  help they 
provided was exceptional

NCIS Cross Country
On Tuesday in our school holidays, 30 Living School students will be running in the NCIS cross 
country at Lennox Head. We wish them all the best and congratulate them for their dedication to 
participating and representing the school.

Term 3 Sporting opportunities
There are a mixture of NCIS and local sports competitions happening in Term 3.
Primary and secondary students  have the chance to play in a social  netball carnival - both  boys 
and girls from Year 3 to Year 6 and  also Year 7 & 8 team and 9&10 girls team.
Touch football will also be held in the local area for  primary boys and girls and 15 and under 
high school students. Any parents wanting to help out with coaching please let us know.
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Hello everyone! Such beautiful growth from our learners this term! I have encountered so many acts 
of kindness and inclusion which makes me proud of all the hard work our teachers, students and 
families are doing. Incredible children who are willing to work on themselves while supporting others. 

This term, the leaders of our Learning Families, Balabalehs (helpful people), have worked with our 
learners to practise the three R’s: Respect, positive Relationships and Responsibility. Our Balabalehs 
provide opportunities to connect learners from all age groups, further developing their relationships, 
respect and responsibility to each other. This bond will travel will them on their Living School journey 
and provide opportunities outside of their classroom to practise these VAST concepts. 

Next term, Life and Living, Learning 
Families will be guided through the 
process of Conflict Resolution. These 
interpersonal skills are also the tools 
used in building friendships and 
intimacy. A deeper trust develops as 
students learn “we can work it out”, 
helping our kids as they become 
valuable members of our community. 
Conflict Resolution skills teach the 
psychology of effective communication 
and relationships will become more 
fulfilling and supportive.

I’m also so excited to share the news 
that Youth Aware of Mental health, also 
known as YAM, will be providing year 9 
& 10 students with an opportunity to 
learn about and discuss mental health. 
Living School has received a grant for 
this world-renowned program from Black 
Dog Institute. More information to 
come!

I’m available on Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday in the Chatterbox to meet 
with students. You can contact me at 
sara@living.school.

Sara Torpey
Advocate

mailto:sara@living.school
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22nd May to 1st June 2021

Lismore 
Showground
19 June 2021

www.lismorelanternparade.com.au

casinobeefweek.com.au


