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TERM DATES FOR 2021
SEMESTER ONE
TERM ONE – IDENTITY – 7 weeks
January 27 – March 12 (then one week holiday)
TERM TWO – NATURE – 6 weeks
March 22 – 30 April (then one week holiday)
TERM THREE – LIFE & LIVING – 7 weeks
10 May – 25 June (then two weeks holiday)

SEMESTER TWO
TERM FOUR – CIVILISATION – 7 weeks
12 July – 27 August (then one week holiday)
TERM FIVE – PHENOMENA – 6 weeks
6 September – 15 October (then one week holiday)
TERM SIX – SERVICE – 7 weeks
25 October – 10 December (then six weeks holiday)

CONTACT US
63-67 CONWAY STREET, LISMORE

EMAIL: office@living.school
OFFICE PHONE: (02) 5632 1218
OFFICE HOURS: 8am – 5pm

INSERT NEXT FEW WEEKS CALENDAR

STAY UP TO DATE
Click on the icons below to visit Living 
School’s  Instagram, Facebook and 
notice board pages.

To access our online calendar, please go here (LINK)
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Welcome to our newer new newsletter.  We are focused on communicating all the amazing 
things happening at Living School.  I highlight the efforts of Joe to get this document started. 

I - honestly - don’t believe there is anywhere offering the breadth of program, learning 
experiences, expertise as us.  Now… is that me blowing my own trumpet?  Yep. And so we 
should.  We are different and we are focused on giving.  When you read through this 
newsletter, bear in mind all that you digest is generated by our teachers, community and 
administration staff.  There are countless hours of time spent pulling our learning offering 
together.  We have so many logistics to manage (did I mention buses?).  It is passionate 
commitment.  We care.  We strive to give of our best.

I have to manage the focus on “care” carefully- as we are a developing school developing the 
minds, manners and character of such a diverse array of developing individuals.  Develop 
etymologically means to unwrap.  I believe honesty is the best policy so permit me to be 
honest: managing your children’s emotions and relationships is part of developing our culture: 
it’s what we do. Managing your emotions is your responsibility - you are the adults.

I am not perfect.  We are not perfect. Your children are not perfect. Your children have 
episodes.  You have episodes. We do not trivialise. We do not take sides.  We do not go 
immediately to ‘blame’.  If we are to commit to developing good people - we must allow the 
individual to explore their emotions, their perspective, their behaviour.  As a father of four, I 
know my children often felt I took the ‘other’ side.  I did and for very good reason - I explored 
the other side so my children could unwrap their feelings so they could come to control 
(self-control) their behaviour: that is their responsibility.  We look to the long-term 
development, moving out of the emotional moment.  What we believe in is quite simple - and 
must be supported by all, trusted by all: You do not have to be friends, but you do have to be 
friendly.  That is as important for children as it is for adults.

This school is a co-learning community.  It depends on trust.  Our commitment is pure, 
child-focused and stems from goodness.  I offer an allegory from Hinduism that many may find 
useful - I did.

A guru, feeling the pressure of people’s expectations, hires a boat on a lake.  She paddles the 
boat out to the middle, away from everyone.  There she is all one: alone. She lies back on the 
floor of the small boat and stares at the blue sky with clouds.  She feels finally at peace. She 
hears the trickle of water on the sides, feels the gentle rocking, watches the clouds moving, 
and lulls herself to a calm rest.  Time is no longer a constraint. But… then there is a bang 
beside her - another boat has struck her boat! She immediately reacts - annoyed at the 
disrespectful people who have ruined her tranquillity. How could they!  She jumps up to 
berate… only to find the boat that has nudged her has noone in it.  It has been untethered 
and floated onto her with the push of the breeze.  She feels her anger disappear.  It was not 
personal.  It was natural.
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The Golden Rule underpins nearly all religions.  It 
is a foundation for society. In its simplicity it 
outlines how to be treated - Treat others how you 
want to be treated. 

The Golden Rule instructs us to be nice to people 
even when they are mean to us, for we are to 
treat them the way we want to be treated, not the 
way they are treating us. When we respond nicely 
to people who are mean to us, they almost 
always stop being mean.

At Living School, we have been talking a lot lately 
about kindness and what that really means for 
each other and our school. We are creating, 
developing, changing and growing together to 
be part of something new, progressive, and 
different. We are all in this together.

I have seen remarkable acts of kindness daily, 
from Kindergarten through to Year 10. 
Friendships developing and strengthening, 
conflicts resolving through empathy, 
understanding and communicating. No where 
greater have I seen this kindness than through our 
Learning Family groups which meet every 
Wednesday - the Burrabe, Wadjam, Jilgir, 
Winyam, Gudji & Kingings and Warrigals families.

With that said, I have an advantage in that I work 
at the epicentre of the school, surrounded by the 
buzz, noise and energy that underpins our school. 
I observe, I direct, I advise, I protect and I teach. 
What I also do is manage. The school office and 
administrative team are the first port of call. We 
take your calls, your queries and your complaints.  
We are here to help and we are all trying our 
best. At the forefront of EVERY decision we make, 
we have your child’s wellbeing and safety at the 
centre - always. This is what Living School is 
about… living!

We are here to help but we are not here to 
take your reproach nor abuse. I understand 
your frustration at times, but I ask please, 
to take a breath, breathe before calling the 
office. Be mindful.  You have the capacity 
to change the weather. Please read the 
following:

“I have come to the frightening conclusion 

that I am the decisive element. It is my 

personal approach that creates the climate. 

It is my daily mood that makes the 

weather. I possess tremendous power to 

make life miserable or joyous. I can be a 

tool of torture or an instrument of 

inspiration, I can humiliate or humour, 

hurt or heal. In all situations, it is my 

response that decides whether a crisis is 

escalated or de-escalated, and a person is 

humanized or de-humanized. If we treat 

people as they are, we make them worse. If 

we treat people as they ought to be, we help 

them become what they are capable of 

becoming.”

 - Haim Ginnott
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Hi there! I’m Skyler, the newest member of our Administration team at Living School. I will be 
mainly involved in Enrolments, Parent Liaison and our Board Secretary. I’m sure you have seen 
my face at reception recently but please introduce yourself next time you visit the school.

I have an exciting update to share regarding the Parent Representative front - Bhavni, I and a 
group of  parents recently met to discuss our plans to get Parent Representatives for each 
stage group up and running.

To give you a better idea, the main aspects of the parent representative role currently include:

● Event coordination purely for social outside of school events
● Stage/Year communication assisting teachers in circulating information and reminders
● Communicating emergency information from teachers to parents

If this sounds like something you would be interested in volunteering for or have any 
questions, please reach out to myself or Bhavni. We aim to get the roles filled and functioning 
by Term 3. 
A couple of quick messages from the office:

- Buses; If there is a change of plans regarding the buses please let the office know before 
1pm on the day so your child/ren’s name can be marked off the bus list accordingly.                                                                        
bus@living.school 

- Black Knight Tracking App; for those of you who don’t already use it, it is a great app for 
tracking the buses to and from school for AM & PM collections of your child/ren. Please 
contact office if you require information.      office@living.school

- Absent days; Please inform office via email if your child/ren will not be attending school 
for the day or any planned absences that you are aware of.         
                                                                                             absence@living.school                                       
School attendance is very important for your child's learning, social and emotional 
development. Any days missed may result in a lack of understanding around a subject that 
began or continued on their day/s off. We do understand days off can’t be helped on 
occasion.              

- School Hours; Class times start at 9:00am to 3:15pm. Any early departures please let us 
know prior if possible  & sign your child out at reception. Please do the same for late arrivals. 
Any person collecting your child must have been notified with the office.

- OnLand Learning arrival Times; 8:00am Sports Bus departure
                                                             9:00am at Skennars Head Sports oval for sport

                                                   9:15am School Bus to Farm departure
                                                  10:00am parent drop off at Farm

- OnLand Learning end of day times; 2:00pm parent pickup & bus departure heading 
back to school for normal afternoon bus runs.

- Whole school calendar can be seen at the very end of the Notice Board, please check for 
upcoming events. Events may be added daily.
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Kindergarten has had a busy few 
weeks, with Easter, swimming and 
our farm visits. 

MILES
Some of you may know that one of 
our beautiful Kindies, Miles, broke his 
leg over the Easter holiday. The class 
has sent get well messages vis cards 
and videos. Miles has been greatly 
missed by everyone and we all look 
forward to him coming back to 
school
soon.

We decorated our pots,planted our 
seeds and started our Plant Diary on 
Thursday with the help of Gaia a 
lovely teacher visiting from 
Cherbourg who is also Laura’s niece.

LITERACY  
We are  continuing to consolidate our 
sounds. We have worked on  d,g,o,u 
and next week we will look at f and l. 
The children are beginning to work 
on writing  sentences as well as 
reading and writing an increasing 
number of words. 
Numeracy; we had a fun time this 
week using blocks to measure length. 
We found out the length of our room 
is 800 blocks!

EASTER 
Easter was a lot of fun. All the kindies 
with some help from Year 6 delivered 
a little Easter treat and a thank-you  
to all the Living School staff. An 
easter hunt and Easter hats too!
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In Year 1 we have loving our inquiry of NATURE. The children 
share a deep respect and curiosity about nature. Last week we 
planted our own mystery seeds and this week they have begun to 
sprout. As they continue to grow, they will give us more clues as 
to what we are growing. By the end of the term the children aim 
to identify their own seedling by its characteristics. 

HAPPY EASTER 
Last week we spent Thursday afternoon as a K 1 2 group creating 
Easter hats and engaging in fun Easter activities. Then we took our 
Easter excitement around the school in the form of a conga line. 
We danced through each classroom and past the office, parading 
our hats and putting smiles on everyone's faces!

CONCEPT FRAMEWORK 
LITERACY this term has focused on non-fiction text types and literature. In week 1 the 
children each selected a nature book from the Lismore library to add to our classroom for 
the term. We have been investigating life cycles, animal facts and planting procedures. 

Week 3 Spelling Focus: The graph /o/ making the sound “o” as in frog.
Week 4 Spelling Focus: The digraph /ar/ making the sound “ar” as in car.

NUMERACY this term has focused on simple addition, friends of 10/20, data collection 
and graphing. We have explicitly looked at bundling tally marks, counting on and sharing 
problem solving strategies. We will be continuing with these concepts and being looking 
at measurement and geometry in the coming weeks. 

SWIMMING 
Swimming has been a great success this year! The children made such growth in the first 
term that we decided to continue in term two. Reminder from our swimming teachers: 
please remember to pack a pair of goggles for your child as they have progressed into 
freestyle swimming and it’s tricky to see in the water without them. 
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This term, we have combined the evocations in K 1 2 for one investigation session a 
week. This gives the children more choice and increased opportunities to work in a 
multi-age setting with their peers. Each year level has ownership and expertise in their 
classroom so when we mix the children across the three classrooms there are 
opportunities for mentoring at all ages. Children engage in invitations of play, 
discovery, curiosity and wonder, either autonomously or collaboratively. The invitations 
in each space are called evocations, designed to evoke a response from the children 
and guide an inquiry approach to their learning. As well as engaging in the evocations 
set up for them, the children can also work on individual and shared passion projects. 
We already have children authoring their own books and starting petitions to save the 
koalas. So many change makers in the making!
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Year 2 love getting involved in all things Nature this term. Our focus question has 
been around ‘How do I sustain my relationship with nature?’
We have a wealth of knowledge amongst us in Year 2, which has opened up some 
really purposeful and open conversations around our planet Earth, and how we 
engage with it. 

LITERACY
Within our Literacy sessions, they have been 
filled with exploring how to hear, say, read, and 
write the long vowels sounds of a/e/i/. 
Together with letter formations, accurate use of 
punctuation, and delving into information texts 
all about Nature. Both reading and presenting.

We are continuing to read new words by 
applying our knowledge of letter/sound 
patterns, as well as reading with expressions, 
through performance and entertainment.  

NUMERACY
Our explicit focus has been on 
Addition, while we integrate the 
skills of problem solving and 
abstract thinking through worded 
problems, persistence, and 
resilience to solve a range of 
addition sums. Our main focus 
strategies are: counting on, 
friends of 10/20, number line, 
hundreds chart, and partitioning. 

INVESTIGATIONS - EVOCATIONS
Our Investigations sessions with Kindy & Year 1 are opportunities for students to 
engage in organic, play-based learning opportunities to consolidate on explicit 
concepts covered throughout the day. Students have been engaging in a range of 
nature based evocation stations to promote emotional literacy, problem solving, 
team work, resilience, and dedication.

ON LAND LEARNING 
Our Fridays at OnLand Learning have been filled with endless exploration and 
curiosity from all students. From learning about the land and the various types of 
nature and minibeasts that inhabit the area, to building structures with bamboo 
and teamwork. 
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THE TEAM
This term we have continued to build and maintain positive relationships to support all 
members of our team. In Year 3, we believe that teamwork makes the dreamwork.  

LITERACY
Year 3 is full of poets and I know it!
We have revised language features such as adjectives and suffixes to assist with our 
poetry unit. Nature has been an inspiration to Year 3’s poetry writing this term. We 
have studied different styles including Acrostic, Kennings, Haiku and with the students 
creating some fantastic poems of their own.

NUMERACY
In numeracy, Year 3 has been learning a variety of addition and subtraction strategies. 
Such as, jump, split, compensation and 2 and 3-digit addition and subtraction. Year 3 
put their detective skills to use, as they followed a series of clues to search for hidden 
tasks around our playground. They then used their problem-solving skills and 
knowledge of addition and subtraction strategies to solve them.  

SCULPTURES BY THE TREE
Stage 2 have been working on sculptures by the tree, a collaborative design project 
inspired by sculptures by the sea. The goal is to research, design and make a sculpture 
made from recycled materials found in our school, homes and local community. 

ON LAND
During on land learning, Year 3 have been learning about different plants, trees and 
soils on the farm. We have moved rocks, turned soil and planted seeds in order to 
prepare the garden.
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What a wild start to the term it has been! COVID, coughs, craziness and a whole lot of 
community. Here’s a snapshot of what your little humans have been up to over the last 
few weeks.

SCULPTURES BY THE TREE
Stage 2 have started work on their attempt to turn trash into treasures to be admired. 
In collaborative working groups, students across the stage have been researching, 
planning and designing their sculptures. It has been a joy to see the Year 4 take the 
lead and mentor the younger students through our inquiry project. 

NUMERACY
Our focus has been number patterns and the first week of term was spent exploring, 
deciphering and creating number patterns. The class loved the riddle-aspect of the 
concept and so much rich numeracy learning was brought out. We’ll continue to focus 
on this throughout the term. 

LITERACY
Our poetry exploration took an interesting turn when the class showed an eagerness 
to explore Shaun Tan’s The Red Tree. Capitalising on their interest, we’ve been 
exploring the use of metaphor in both imagery and words. It’s been interesting and 
quite motivating to watch the class move from literal analysis to abstract and inferred 
thinking: very useful poetic tools.

EXPERIENCES
We made the most of the chaos and cooked up a storm in class; making paella for a 
large portion of the school. We explored mathematical concepts (volume and 
capacity, ratios and estimation) science (flavours and chemical reactions) and the 
history of the spice trade. We also created our own paints, using spices, which were 
used to create landscapes. 
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In Year 5, students have been very busy over the past one and a half terms engaging 
in a variety of learning experiences. Check out some highlights so far!

ONLAND LEARNING:
Exploring the rocks both above and below the water has been a real treat. Year 5 has 
had some great fun at the farm and beach. This week we made bamboo structures with 
Mal and for the remainder of the term we look forward to learning to sail.

EXCURSIONS:
Getting out and about has been a big focus for us in Year 5, helping us to bond 
together nicely as a group. We have learnt, played and explored in a range of locations 
including the Tweed Art Gallery, Australian Seabird Rescue, Lake Ainsworth and Flat 
Rock. In two weeks we will be heading to ZZZ 2LM in Goonellabah to learn all about 
how radio ads are made which will complement the work we have been doing on 
persuasive texts and advertisements in class.

HANDS ON LEARNING:
In Science we investigated how the environment affects living things - we made some 
super cute grass heads and conducted an experiment to determine what conditions 
are most ideal for grass to thrive! Afterwards we whipped out the scissors and held a 
hair design competition! Which one is your favourite? 
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Halfway through Term 2 and Year 6 have already had so many diverse learning experiences, such 
as a Trash Fashion Show, presenting a timeline of life on earth, cooking on land, dissecting eggs to 
explore the Earth’s core, mantle and crust, investigating building design in earthquakes, creating 
fraction rugs as well as all our sport, drama, music and art.

Project Work - This week we achieved our first project goal of the term,  teaching another class 
about nature’s timeline from the start of life on earth to the present day. Each group was given a 
section to research, create and present. We hope Year 3 and 4 enjoyed it and learnt some 
interesting facts about how life evolved from the seas to land, the Paleozoic Era, the reign and the 
extinction of the dinosaurs, the rise of the mammals and the evolution of humanity. Year 6  should 
be incredibly proud of themselves for producing this in such limited time.  Next week, we will start 
our new project - the designing, costing and 3D modelling a sustainable bedroom.

Science/ Investigations - After the success of the blubber experiment last term (which we covered in our 
Animal Adaptations Unit), we have been investigating the best building structures to have in 
Earthquake prone areas. We will continue with this terms unit, Earth Science, Plate Tectonics and 
Natural Disasters and be investigating flooding next week – which seems very relevant, but hopefully 
for not much longer!
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Numeracy - We have nearly finished our fractions work for the term, creating our own pizzas and 
designing rugs as well as working through our work books to consolidate our understanding. We 
will be moving on to decimals and percentages for the rest of the term.
 
Literacy -  After learning about so many different people from different times in our biography 
topic last term, we are now working on producing information reports and using paragraphs to 
group the relevant facts (and not opinion) together. The class are keen to produce another story 
together so we will also be working on narrative writing this term. Reading Storm Boy by Colin 
Thiele as helped us appreciate how we, like Storm Boy, love to be in nature, run barefoot, respect 
nature and care for animals. It was wonderful to hear so many stories from the class of how they 
have recused birds and animals as well as recalling our visit to Seabird Rescue last term. 

Sport -  Year 6 love their sport and have enjoyed their indoor sessions with Graham (soccer and 
AFL) but we are really looking forward to being outside next week. In recess, lunch and during 
brain breaks Year 6 continues with their passion for handball, basketball and dodgeball.
 
Drama, Art and Music - As a creative group of young artists, the class love their art lessons and 
sketching ideas when I read to them. They have continued to enjoy composing music and I am 
so proud of them for coming out of their comfort zones in drama and performing small skits in 
front of each other.

On land Learning: We have only had one Onland learning session so far but I received lots of 
positive feedback when I returned from sailing about all the adventure, cooking and creating of 
dens that had been happening on the farm. Amazing Ant will be taking them again this week.
 
We are looking forward to the second half of term in the sun and being outside more!
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We have had an exciting, albeit COVID affected term, that has seen a consolidation to our Monday to 
Wednesday program, the introduction of Nature Days (our Onland Learning interpretation for the secondary 
context) and our new Friday program Creative Arts Collective. 

The keystone theme of nature is being explored on Monday to Wednesday through the driving question, “How 
might we create a more sustainable future?” So far we have started with watching 2040 as a way of setting a 
positive view for what is possible for our future around sustainable living. The documentary helps to foster a 
sense that a beautiful and sustainable future is possible and that there is still time for us to undo some of the 
damage we as humans have already caused to the natural world. We are currently investigating our school and 
how sustainable we are through learning about tools of geographical investigation related to data gathering and 
analysis such as surveys, statistics and observation. This data will help to build a picture of where we are at 
and then allow us to better understand how we can improve, and in so doing create an opportunity for 
addressing our driving question through a local solution, which is what we are working towards at the end of 
the term. English and Art are also taking on the driving question as we work towards creating plans for picture 
books that aim to challenge how we live, educate us to live differently or illustrate the importance of living in a 
positive relationship with nature. At the moment we are exploring Shaun Tan’s Tales from the Inner City to 
strengthen our understanding of how to communicate through image and word. As the term progresses, 
students will work on creating narratives, storyboards and sample images to showcase their book concepts.

Thursdays are Nature Days and they have been brilliant. The idea behind these days is to use the context of 
natural environments as a teacher and inspiration. What we know is that when students are given the chance 
to explore the natural world, they display an attitude of curiosity as they investigate and play within it. They also 
practice close observation as they explore and notice the natural world around them and then show or teach 
others about what they find. It has been remarkable to see this occurring as students have displayed a natural 
curiosity for engaging with rock pools and other natural elements around them. The attitudes and habits they 
practise and develop in these contexts are ones we recognise and then encourage the transference of into 
other learning contexts. We also leverage off the natural world to teach writing, drawing, maths and science 
that is based on the environments we spend time in. For example we have been using ‘found’ natural objects 
as drawing and writing inspiration, teaching skills of observational drawing and metaphor with these. It has 
been truly brilliant to see students respond to this way of teaching and learning.

The new format for Fridays has also been fabulous the last few weeks. Friday Arts Collective is a wonderful 
way we are trying to combine artistic expressions of Drama, Music and Art in a way that allows students choice 
and builds skills of expression and performance. These days see Year 7 through 10 collaborating on the 
production of dramatic pieces, music or art installations. It is exciting to consider that as we refine this day and 
as students further hone their skills in these areas, we have the potential to create a very special experience 
and collaborative performance at Living School. 
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In a term with a theme of nature, it is somewhat ironic how unnatural the start to this term has been with 
massive floods across the state and then the COVID scare. But we have weathered the storm and emerged 
stronger. Stronger is an apt word for how the secondary school is feeling at the midpoint of the term, with 
greater cohesion and clarity about how to live and learn together in meaningful ways. We have seen a 
consolidation to our Monday to Wednesday program, the introduction of Nature Days (our Onland Learning 
interpretation for the secondary context) and our new Friday program Creative Arts Collective. The timetable 
below gives an overview of what our weeks are looking like in Term 2.
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The keystone theme of nature is being explored on Monday to Wednesday through the driving question, “How 
might we create a more sustainable future?” So far we have started with watching 2040 as a way of setting a 
positive view for what is possible for our future around sustainable living. The documentary helps to foster a 
sense that a beautiful and sustainable future is possible and that there is still time for us to undo some of the 
damage we as humans have already caused to the natural world. We are currently investigating our school and 
how sustainable we are through learning about tools of geographical investigation related to data gathering and 
analysis such as surveys, statistics and observation. This data will help to build a picture of where we are at 
and then allow us to better understand how we can improve, and in so doing create an opportunity for 
addressing our driving question through a local solution, which is what we are working towards at the end of 
the term. English and Art are also taking on the driving question as we work towards creating plans for picture 
books that aim to challenge how we live, educate us to live differently or illustrate the importance of living in a 
positive relationship with nature. At the moment we are exploring Shaun Tan’s Tales from the Inner City to 
strengthen our understanding of how to communicate through image and word. As the term progresses, 
students will work on creating narratives, storyboards and sample images to showcase their book concepts.

Thursdays are Nature Days and they have been brilliant. The idea behind these days is to use the context of 
natural environments as a teacher and inspiration. What we know is that when students are given the chance 
to explore the natural world, they display an attitude of curiosity as they investigate and play within it. They also 
practice close observation as they explore and notice the natural world around them and then show or teach 
others about what they find. It has been remarkable to see this occurring as students have displayed a natural 
curiosity for engaging with rock pools and other natural elements around them. The attitudes and habits they 
practise and develop in these contexts are ones we recognise and then encourage the transference of into 
other learning contexts. We also leverage off the natural world to teach writing, drawing, maths and science 
that is based on the environments we spend time in. For example we have been using ‘found’ natural objects 
as drawing and writing inspiration, teaching skills of observational drawing and metaphor with these. It has 
been truly brilliant to see students respond to this way of teaching and learning.

The new format for Fridays has also been fabulous the last few weeks. Friday Arts Collective is a wonderful 
way we are trying to combine artistic expressions of Drama, Music and Art in a way that allows students choice 
and builds skills of expression and performance. These days see Year 7 through 10 collaborating on the 
production of dramatic pieces, music or art installations. It is exciting to consider that as we refine this day and 
as students further hone their skills in these areas, we have the potential to create a very special experience 
and collaborative performance at Living School. 

With so much exciting learning already happening this term, we are very excited about the next few weeks. 
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We have now created our own map, showing areas we use for Onland Learning.  To 
see this map - CLICK HERE
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We have had a great start to the term - with some of Australia’s best musicians working 
together to record and mix our new school song.  As you can understand, Laura is 
beside herself with joy.  The school song - Believe in Yourself - was co-written between 
Laura and the children. To have it professionally recorded is such an amazing thing - 
and I cannot wait to hear it!

We also had Nick join us as our new Head of Music. Nick started with us on a gentle 
float into the vortex, but he is picking up speed as he circles around the energy of 
Living School.  We are so blessed to have Nick here.  And I know the Friday program 
with our high school students is starting to kick off as Nick is working closely with 
Tamaya, Laura, Jonny and Karen to develop our first production. We have big plans - 
we want to present a production with music and drama - with sets, music, lights, 
media - every semester.  I know how much goes into these events - so I am thrilled 
with the enthusiasm all our creative staff are exhibiting.  So cool!

The Creative Arts is a very 
special foundation of our school.  
It adds the opportunity for all 
our children to express 
themselves.  This is the XQ of 
our learning lens - a way we 
teach to ensure we are holistic 
and creative.  We have so many 
amazing musicians, artists, 
actors already.  Giving them the 
opportunity to perform is a vital 
element we are looking to 
strengthen.  With COVID now 
drifting away, the opportunity 
for parents to be connected is 
also opening up more 
opportunities.  Please - if you 
have any skills/areas to support, 
contact Nick@living.school 

Our lovely  Lel awarding the winner of the 
TrashinFashion show
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Our focus is on Nature this term, and a picture can say a thousand words.
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Some amazing work happening in science from all years. A brilliant start on collecting 
images for making scientific diagrams. 
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The Stage 5 students have had an inspired start to the Nature term. Our mornings are enriched 
by our circle time, where we find our centre, breathe deeply and connect with each other. This 
is an important part of the day in terms of preparing for learning and being ready to start the 
day. It would be great if parents could ensure students are here by 9am every day. We need 
your support during the teenage daze.

In our English classes we have been watching the film '2040' by Damon Gameau, who is a 
local filmmaker. The documentary presents positive solutions to some of the threats to our 
planet and does this through an engaging documentary from which we are learning how to 
present our own ideas strongly through visual images. The students will be creating their own 
documentaries based on the theme of Nature in the next few weeks. They will create 2-3 
minute documentaries on their mobile devices, using a variety of film techniques to enhance 
their message. This will mean that on some days, the students will be permitted to use their 
mobile phones in class for the purpose of creativity. Damon will be coming to the school on 
April 20th to talk to the Year 7-10 students about the making of the documentary and his new 
projects. The class are preparing some questions for the Q & A. We are grateful to Damon for 
gifting his time to Living School.

We will be watching other documentaries related to Nature such as Seaspiracy and Planet 
Earth and debating some of the ways we can positively contribute to our environment. The 
documentary making will develop skills in using technology in a creative way, combining verbal 
and visual images and using language to persuade and inform. We will also be continuing 
spelling and punctuation skill development over the term. 

On the topic of mobile phones, they are to be held in the office during the entire school day so 
that we allow students a break from screens and a chance to communicate in face to face ways 
with their friends. We ask for your support in encouraging students to follow this guideline at the 
beginning of the day.

In our History lessons, this term we are working on developing our students collective efficacy - 
working as a team.  This means we have given a challenge for the students to research and 
develop their specific understanding on one Asian country.  The students will report back and 
share their information as a verbal and written report.  We are using Google Classroom - so 
there are lots of resources and information available online anytime.

As well, we have organised for a three-day intensive workshop on China with a specialist Art, 
Design and Technology teacher.  Sam Robinson - who will join our team mid-year - is working 
on creating an e-zine with all the Stage 5 learners.  This will reinforce the individual project.
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SECONDARY ONLAND CAMPING:
What a hit! Secondary students are venturing into Bundjalung National Park each week 
to explore the coastal landscapes of ‘Black Rocks’. Students are learning about nature, 
what better way to cement their understanding than with their heads shoved into the 
sand... or coffee rock, which is in fact ancient sand mixed with organic matter that has 
been compressed over time. 

Students on the camp are learning about navigation using compasses and 
topographic maps with our outdoor ed. extraordinaire, Tom. I have been running a 
first aid class focussing on risk and outdoor environments. Students are practising 
correct first aid for snake bites, slings and using donut bandages for when someone 
has been impaled, casually...

The camp has been a hoot. Students are enjoying themselves and respecting the local 
landscape. We are focusing on minimising our impact on the ecosystems as we 
immerse ourselves in mother nature’s offerings. As a group, students went above and 
beyond to collect rubbish that had washed up onto the beach from recent storm 
events, leaving the place cleaner than when we arrived.

If you get the chance, it is a great campsite for the family with plenty to offer.
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ARNHEM LAND PREPARATIONS:
Students are registering their interest for the Arnhem Land Trip as the the excitement 
continues to grow. On such short notice there is a lot of work to be done. Please fill 
out the form for expressions of interest attached at the back of the newsletter and 
email zac@living.school with any issues or queries. Priority for the trip will start with 
year 10 and work it’s way to Year 7. There are still positions available so get in whilst 
you can. We are looking to take students that have demonstrated teamwork qualities 
as we look to make a positive impact on a community in the NT.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/11OLcULYEVCHn_2Q8RZGl0WFx8JqNCUJEZtJBNq
SdfRY/edit 

 ‘Cookadu’ is a stage 5 initiative targeted at raising funds for the Arnhem Land trip. 
We need the school community support to ensure that we can fundraise to get our 
students to the NT. Every Friday we will be selling fresh produce for a great price, 
make sure you bring some cash for a quiet trip home with the kids as they gorge 
themselves on healthy tucker. This Friday we will be taking a leaf from Asia, a curry leaf 
in fact. Butter chicken, Dal and mango lassies to finish off the week. 

The students are learning entrepreneurship whilst feeding the masses for a cause.

You beauty!
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Sport this Term is quite busy with a number of competitions available for our students.

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Secondary Football ( soccer)  Tuesday 21st April in Armidale so the teams will be 
travelling on Monday. Information has been sent to students in the teams.

Whole school Cross Country Wednesday 
28th April, we will be holding a cross 
country morning, for all students to 
participate in. This will also serve as a trial 
for those kids wanting to represent Living 
School in the NCIS Cross Country day at 
Lennox Head. 
More information to follow. The  event is 
on the TUESDAY of our school holidays 
TUESDAY 4th May in Lennox Head - see 
next page.

Cross country training will be undertaken 
as part of our sports times, and a trial will 
be run as part of our Onland Learning.

Term 3 will see the opportunity for students to play netball for seniors and also years 
3 and 4 girls and boys  in Lismore There is a secondary NCIS touch football 
competition and primary touch football later in the term.

We will also run a tennis and athletics program for primary PE in Term 3

FRIDAY SPORTS 
Primary children can catch the bus or be dropped off at Skennars Head soccer fields 
on a Friday morning at 9am if they would like some extra physical activity. We are 
looking to run cross country training on the farm for the next few weeks to prepare our 
runners for the inter-school competition.

Thank you for your continued support with our Living School sport and PE. 
Any questions please contact Annie ( Kindy) annie@living.school  or Zac ( Year 7 & PE) 
zac@living.school
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This is in our holiday break - but we’re going!
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